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Mattie Stepanek, who had become known as a peace advocate and      
motivational speaker before his death at the mere age of 13, said “Unity 
is strength… where there is teamwork and collaboration, wonderful 
things can be achieved.” How true are those words! EWI of Houston may 
be smaller and many of us have taken on additional loads, but without 
unity and team work, we would not have been able to accomplish what 
we have thus far. I greatly appreciate all of the helping hands that made 
our combined Executive Night and Scholarship Night a success. It would 
have never happened without all of us working together and what a  
wonderful thing we achieved! Yes, we may be used to raising over 
$100,000, but we all deserve a hand of applause for raising over 
$41,000 this year. I could not be prouder of EWI of Houston! 

 

The Membership Committee has hosted a Membership Drive to           
encourage all of us to seek members for EWI of Houston. Have you 
thought of someone and invited them to an EWI meeting or shared their 
name with Membership Director Carole Pitts? The past two years we 
have struggled with participation. We do understand that because of 
Covid not everyone is comfortable meeting in person; but ask yourself: 
Did I participate on my committee? Did I participate in our Zoom   
meetings? What kept me from participating in EWI of Houston? We 
have all had changes and challenges, but there is a reason you are still a 
member of the organization. I know that many are members for our 
BCDP programs and the comradery of the Chapter, but we need you 
more than just at Executives’ Night or Scholarship Night. We need a 
strong team of people who are willing to give a little bit of time and effort 
throughout the year . This year  the EW ISP and ASIST          
Committees only had 3 committee members participate. Because of this 
our BCDP Director, President Elect and myself all stepped up to assist in 
every way possible so that EWI of Houston could do our due diligence in 
seeking out and receiving applications, knowing it matters to us who   
receives the Scholarships. We all take so much joy in our Scholarships, 
but is it fair just to reap the reward instead of assisting in finding the  
deserving recipients if you are assigned to that committee? If you are  
assigned to a committee that you feel is not a good fit for you, then 
please reach out to the President and they will work with you on which 
committee may be a better fit. I will tell you this --- with less                
participation the work that EWI of Houston does is a lot more difficult 
and time consuming. With the help of a handful of board members, 
committee chairs, and active members all come together on multiple 
committees to make it happen.  

 

https://www.instagram.com/ewihouston/
https://twitter.com/EWIHouston/status/733106692754395138
https://www.facebook.com/EWIHouston/
http://www.ewihouston.org/
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Rebekah Wesley 

Jackson & Company 

 

We love our Chapter because of all the good we do for our community, but we need you to         
continue to make all of these things happen! Remember: “The strength of the team (EWI of Hou-
ston) is each individual member (you). The strength of each member is the team.” – Phil Jackson 

 

September is a busy and exciting month for EWI! Thursday, September 9, we will have our Annual 
Meeting. We have to have a quorum at this meeting, so please try your best to be in attendance. 
We are unable to conduct the necessary business of the Chapter if we do not have a quorum. We 
will be in a private room at Avenida Brazil. This room holds up to 60 guests and based on our 
June meeting, we expect to have 35-40 in attendance. We will be spaced out all at a double U     
table. At check-in we will have temperature checks and wrist bands for you to wear. If you have 
your wrist band from the August meeting and your color has not changed, please wear your   
wristband. At Avenida Brazil there is a salad bar and then they come around with the meats for 
your entrée. If you are uncomfortable going to the salad bar, then please let Sergeant-at-Arms 
LaTonya Perez know and they will serve you a Caesar Salad. September 16th – 18th nine of us will 
be attending LCAM in Albuquerque, NM, representing EWI of Houston. We are excited to come 
together with other Chapters to see what they have been doing and what we can do to continue to 
grow our Chapter, be united, and continue to make great things happen as a team. 

 

EWI of Houston would not have been able to continue accomplishing great things without each 
one of you. I am thankful to have all of you on my team, and I know that EWI of Houston will  
continue to make great things happen for many years to come! 

 

“Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common vision. The ability to direct individual 
accomplishments toward organizational objectives. It is the fuel that allows common people to  
attain uncommon results.” -Andrew Carnegie 

 

I look forward to seeing all of you on Thursday, September 9, 2021, at our Annual Meeting. 
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Philanthropy News 

Submitted by LaTonya Perez, Individual Member 
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Liz Palacios  September 1st 

Barbara S. Callender September 6th 

Mary Sue Patronella September 8th 

Becky Dunn  September 13th 

Cheri Ferguson  September  25th 

Beverly Kaufman  October 1st 

Craig Howard  October 2nd 

  

September 

Shell Energy Resources Company   9 years 

 

October 

Landry’s, Inc.—Downtown Aquarium  15 years 
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Update on Past Scholarship Winner 

Submitted by Mary Margaret Carroll, representing MMCarroll & Associates 

In Memory of Adelaide DeBow 

EWI of Houston would like to honor Adelaide DeBow's commitment to our ASIST Scholarship 
Fund with a special ASIST Scholarship in 2022. Adelaide loved the ASIST program and worked 

tirelessly to raise funds for the program.  

All contributions may be made online at https://ewihouston.org/how-to-help/donate.html or 
mailed to Cindy Baker, 11 Greenway Plaza, Suite 3100, Houston, Texas 77046.  

Please make a note "In Memory of Adelaide" with your contribution. 

From Crystal Calhoun, Previous Scholarship Winner: 

Hi! I’ll give a quick update. I went to school through HCC to get my pharmacy technician       
certification, and shortly after took the exam to become certified and licensed. I have two kids 
now, a boy and a girl, I wanted to do this for them to show them no matter how hard life beats 
you down you can still rise up to accomplish anything you want.  

The success of all the women in the EWI encouraged me to continue my education to become 
better. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__ewihouston.org_how-2Dto-2Dhelp_donate.html&d=DwMFaQ&c=wPfGXYWA7Z9UwyFpYcRqGQ&r=jzajEvjSZLqgI7ZirKrooU_d9_oZmEKOu9jm1py7E3k&m=iUiLR8cP2e-BK1DdmuHdgDgENEx0kYmSoL6AfBGewvQ&s=h3blanZESHAD5rJy25hHwQ2LqtRI5sCr7wU
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July Meeting Recap 
Submitted by Margo Faulkner, representing Sewell Automotive Companies 

The July meeting of EWI of Houston 

was held at Eloise Nichols in the 

Galleria area. 

Guest and Shannon McNair, representing The Rose 

Patti Strawther, representing James J. Postl Interests 

and Rebekah Wesley, representing Jackson and 

Company 
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Debra Crabtree, representingWestpark   

Communications, Executive Martha         

Cabellos, representing MC Business  

Products, and Past President, Jessica 

Sebesta 

Mary Margaret Carroll, representing 

MMCarroll & Associates and LaTonya Perez, 

Individual Member 

EWI of  Houston enjoyed a 

delicious  dinner while        

discussing membership ideas 

and networking 
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August Meeting Recap 
Submitted by Rebekah Wesley, representing Jackson & Company 
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Membership Report 

Submitted by Carole Pitts, 2020-2021 Membership Director, representing John Daugherty, Realtors 

Membership Status as of August 17, 2021 

RESIGNATIONS: 

Sustaining Members: Corrine Richardson, Patricia Curry, Dale Hunt 

36  Member Firms 1   Life Member 

40  Representatives 6 Honorary Members 

2    Individual Members   

17  Sustaining Members   

  
Individual Members:                 2 

Firms with 4 Representatives:  0 

Firms with 3 Representatives:  0 

Firms with 2 Representatives:  2 

Firms with 1 Representative:    33 

Firm with Rep Pending:            1 

Professional Development 

CLICK HERE to watch this TED talk! 

The Cost of Work Stress— And How to Reduce It 

https://www.ted.com/talks/rob_cooke_the_cost_of_work_stress_and_how_to_reduce_it?utm_source=tedcomshare&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=tedspread
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EWI of  Houston Vision Statement Our Mission 

Our Vision Our Strategic Goals 

EWI Corporate  Office 

EWI of Houston aspires to be the premier business 
organization of choice for member firms and their key 
individuals.  Recognized by the Houston community as an 
avenue to achieve personal and professional excellence, every 
activity of the Houston Chapter will fulfill at least one of the 
objectives of the EWI Mission Statement. 

1288 Summit Avenue, 
Ste. 107, PMB124 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 
 
Direct: 262-269-5625 
you may also text this number as it is a cell phone! 
 
www.ewiconnect.com 
ewi@ewiconnect.com 
ewiconnectut.memberzone.com 

EWI brings together key individuals from diverse 
businesses for the purpose of promoting member 
firms, enhancing personal and professional 
development, and encouraging community 
involvement.  

To enhance professional growth and development 
within a diverse group of women while empowering 
them to make a difference as they inspire others. 

 To strengthen, expand, and broaden membership. 

 To provide member firms with  
meaningful benefits. 

 To actively promote education for all representatives. 

 To achieve a high level of community visibility through 
service. 

EWI of  Houston Connect Newsletter 

Feature your firm in a monthly Firm Spotlight! 

Have news? Share it in the Connect Newsletter! 

 

Contact:  

Margo Faulkner, Communications Director 

mfaulkner@sewell.com 

 

Submission deadline: 3rd Fr iday of each m onth. 

http://www.ewiconnect.com
mailto:ewi@ewiconnect.com
https://ewiconnectut.memberzone.com
mailto:mfaulkner@sewell.com
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2020-2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SECRETARY 
Sandy Gracia 
sandygracia2@gmail.com 
832.863.4639 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR  
Carole Pitts 
John Daugherty, Realtors 
carolep@johndaugherty.com 
281.844.0494 
 

FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR 
Shannon McNair 
The Rose 
smcnair@therose.org 
713.503.8577 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE  
LaTonya Perez 
latonyaedmeade22@gmail.com 
832.316.4758 

ADVISORS 

Kay Bart 
Skerl & Associates 
kbart@bartcohou.com 
713.825.2750 
Past President 2003 

Linda Petticrew 
Shell Energy Resources Company 
linda.petticrew@shell.com 
832.337.3121 
Past President 2016 

TREASURER  
Cindy Baker 
Black Haw Group 
cindyb@blackhawgroup.com 
713.965.2909 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
LaTonya Perez 
latonyaedmeade22@gmail.com 
832.316.4758 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
Wendy Gonzales 
The Plaza Group 
wgonzales@theplazagrp.com 
713.266.0707 

PRESIDENT 
Rebekah Wesley 
Jackson and Company 
Rebekah 
@jacksonandcompany.com 
713.523.5780 
 

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR 
Margo Faulkner 
Sewell Automotive Companies 
mfaulkner@SEWELL.com 
713.851.7350 

PRESIDENT ELECT 
Shari Schiffman 
Douglass Elliman Real Estate 
shari.schiffman@elliman.com 
832.320.2057 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Marji Zamora 
Speedy Printing-Katy Freeway 
marji@speedyprintingtx.com 
713.942.1511 
Past President 2018 

mailto:sandygracia2@gmail.com
mailto:carolep@johndaugherty.com
mailto:smcnair@therose.org
mailto:latonyaedmeade22@gmail.com
mailto:kbart@bartcohou.com
mailto:linda.petticrew@shell.com
mailto:cindyb@senterrallc.com
mailto:latonyaedmeade22@gmail.com
mailto:wgonzales@theplazagrp.com
mailto:rebekah@jacksonandcompany.com
mailto:rebekah@jacksonandcompany.com
mailto:shari.schiffman@elliman.com
mailto:marji@speedyprintingtx.com
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2020-2021 LEADERSHIP TEAM 

DIRECTORY 
Michele Votano 
Atlantic Relocation Systems 
Michele.votano@atlanticrelocation.com 
936.760.9655 

PHILANTHROPY 
Open Position 

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER/
WEB 
David Jones 
D. Jones Photography 
info@djonesphoto.com  
713.202.3633 

PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT 
Open Position 

MENTOR/ RETENTION 
Mary Margaret Carroll 
MMCarroll & Associates 
mmcarroll1@msn.com 
713.263.7005 

PUBLIC RELATIONS/ 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
Open Position 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
Linda Petticrew 
Shell Energy Resources Company 
linda.petticrew@shell.com 
832.337.3121 
Past President 2016 

HOSPITALITY 
Patti Strawther 
James J. Postl Interests 
patti.strawther@shell.com 
713.222.7333 

EXECUTIVES’ NIGHT 
Open Position 

ASIST  
Donna Turner 
Quantum Energy Partners 
dturner@quantumep.com 
713.452.2187 

BYLAWS 
Cindy Joutraw 
CenterPoint Energy, Inc. 
cindy.joutraw@centerpointenergy.com 
713.207.5706 

EWISP CO-CHAIR 
Sara Waguespack 
Sara.waguespack@outlook.com 

NOMINATING 
Marji Zamora 
Speedy Printing-Katy Freeway 
marji@speedyprintingtx.com 
713.942.1511 
Past President 2018 

HISTORIAN 
Open Position 

COURTESY 
Open Position 

mailto:Michele.votano@atlanticrelocation.com
mailto:info@djonesphoto.com
mailto:mmcarroll1@msn.com
mailto:linda.petticrew@shell.com
mailto:patti.strawther@shell.com
mailto:dturner@quantumep.com
mailto:cindy.joutraw@centerpointenergy.com
mailto:Sara.waguespack@outlook.com
mailto:marji@speedyprintingtx.com

