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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
What a year of change! I can honestly say this is not what I expected or I
bet any of you expected for 2020. When the President looks at EWI for
the year, they plan accordingly and there are certain months set aside:
April is Executives’ Night, in June we honor our Past Presidents and
have a Special Business Meeting, Scholarship Night takes place in July,
etc. Because of Covid-19 we have had to rearrange our months.
As you, already know it was decided to not have an in-person meeting for
July for the well-being and safety of our members. Because of this we
will have an Electronic Business Meeting Monday, July 13, 2020. This is
Rebekah Wesley
something new for all of us so please bear with us in this process. I hope
Jackson and Company
you are able to join us for our Happy Hour & Town Hall Zoom Meeting
Thursday, July 9, 2020. It will be nice to visit, and I will be answering
any questions or concerns you may have about the chapter, the electronic business meeting —
anything EWI related!
We are still planning on having our combined Executives’ Night and Scholarship Night on
Thursday, August 13, 2020. The Citadel’s 50% capacity is around 400 guests so we have more
than enough room to social distance while looking at auction items and sitting less to a table
with tables further apart. Also, thanks to Qtego, if you are not comfortable attending, you can
still participate in the auction online! We are looking into items to help our guest feel more
comfortable if they attend, such as colored bracelets or name tags, to show you are comfortable
giving handshakes/hugs or you are socially distancing.
I am still hoping we will be able to honor our Past Presidents in person. If we are unable to,
then we will come up with another special way to honor them. I personally feel that the Past
Presidents are who has made the Houston Chapter of EWI what it is today. It is a community
with connections and we are not limited to Houston; our connections expand to all of the other
Chapters of EWI. Have you checked out My EWI Community? If not, I highly recommend it.
If you haven’t heard, 2020 LCAM will be virtual! What does this mean you may ask? It means:
No one has an excuse not to attend because it’s FREE to all members! EVERYONE is able to be
a part of the Leadership Caucus!
Because of Covid-19, we may not be able to gather together monthly or have professional
development as planned for the year, but why not get the most out of EWI by being a part of
MY EWI Community, joining EWI’s Corporate Happy Hour with representatives from all
chapters, attending part or all of Virtual LCAM. This is a great opportunity to wet your feet and
see the type of speakers that are at LCAM, learn more about the organization, and meet other
representatives.
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Thank you for your patience with all the changes taking place this year. I hope you and your
families are safe, healthy, and surviving. I can’t wait for all of us to be able to gather together
again without fear of getting sick.
“Remember diamonds are created under pressure so hold on, it will be your time to shine
soon.” ― Sope Agbelusi
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EWI Calendar of Events

As a courtesy, please remember to RSVP to monthly meetings, EVEN IF you are NOT attending.
You can host a table at a Monthly meeting at no extra charge.
If you are not receiving the RSVP emails please reach out to SAA Lily Portales at lportales@eogresources.com
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Did you know?

LCAM 2020 - A Virtual Event - All Members

Save the Date - September 18-19, 2020!
Join us for an all-member virtual event including our Town Hall Meeting, Annual Meeting, Leadership Caucus and 2020 Recognition Celebration! More details and complete schedule will be released in the next couple of weeks.
We recommend that Chapters gather together to watch this year's programming to plan for the year ahead. The organization is
also happy to provide all of this year's virtual programming at NO COST to members.
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Atlantic Relocation Systems

20 years

H-E-B

14 years

Martha Turner Sotheby’s International Realty

13 years

TC Energy

12 years

LBL Events Rentals

3 years

Senterra LLC

2 years

EOG Resources

2 years

Carolyn Noack

July 3

Corrine Richardson

July 17

Deborah Jones

July 23

Sara Waguespack

July 30

Pat Curry

July 31
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EWI FIRM SPOTLIGHT

D. Jones Photography

David Jones, CPP (Certified Professional Photographer) is the owner and principle photographer of the award
winning studio D. Jones Photography. The studio is located in East Montrose, near the heart of Houston, and
easily accessible for consultations and studio sessions.
David started his professional career primarily as a wedding and portrait photographer. As a psychology major at
the University of Texas, David has an innate interest in people and understanding his subjects allows him to
create a more intimate experience for his subjects. Through his 28 years as a professional photographer, David
has transitioned and because of his ability to create a personal connection and an eye for fine detail, David has
found great success in the commercial realm.
Commercial photography has expanded D. Jones Photography, creating ongoing alliances with many of
Houston’s top companies. In Houston, known for oil and gas, David’s subjects have graced the cover and pages
of many of the industries most prestigious journals. His clients rely on the studio for business portrait, catalog
photography, meetings and conferences, as well as on site events.
Showcasing this work has brought recognition to the company and has afforded David the opportunity to
further his commercial endeavors with showcase photographic work for the Marriott Marquis Houston,
Petroleum Club of Houston and the recently renovated Braeburn Country Club. David shoots regularly in many
of Houston’s finest private clubs, venues and homes, including River Oaks Country Club, the St Regis Hotel
Houston and the Corinthian.
As the principle photographer, traveling the world for the perfect shot is not out of the question. David has
photographed as far away as Krakow, Poland and has been a photographer to the stars, not only in the United
States. David photographed the high profile nuptials for a Brazilian Soap Star in Rio de Janeiro, as well as other
clients weddings and corporate events in Mexico City and Cabo San Lucas, Mexico as well as New York City,
Alaska, New Orleans, Key West and Orlando.
David was able to travel cross country with Hilcorp Energy CEO, Jeff Hildebrand and company, as they celebrated
another incredible milestone. Each year he also creates group and business portraits for new and milestone
employees at the Linbeck Group as well as CEO portraits and the International Board Members of Schlumberger.
These and many other relationships are a direct result of connections made through EWI.
Executive Women’s International Houston Chapter honored David Jones with membership in 2000, making him
the organizations 1st male member. Active as a member of EWI Houston since 2000, David received the EWI
Presidents Award in 2008. He has regularly donated his time and skills, not only to EWI but to a host of local
organizations, including the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, Neighborhood Center’s Heart of Gold Event,
Ronald McDonald House and the Houston Food Bank.
David has served on the Houston Chapter Board of NACE, the National Association for Catering and Events. In his
fifth term, David was recognized nationally and listed as a member of the NACE Presidents Council. His awards
include national and local awards for his photography as well as local recognition for his photography,
entrepreneurial skills and community involvement.
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JUNE MEETING RECAP
Submitted by Margo Faulkner representing Sewell Automotive Companies

The June EWI meeting was held at
Maggiano’s Little Italy on Post Oak for
networking and dinner.
A small group of members met upstairs
in a private room and dined on a
delicious Italian themed 3-course
dinner.
After having been in isolation for so
long, everyone was excited to see each
other and catch up.

Photos By:
David Jones, D. Jones Photography
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David Jones, D. Jones Photography
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Barbara Camino, Sustaining Member
Kay Bart, Skerl & Associates
Michele Votano, Atlantic Relocation Systems
Carolyn Toriggino, Sustaining Member

Stephanie Howard, The Ballroom at Bayou Place
Craig Howard, The Ballroom at Bayou Place
Rebekah Wesley, Jackson and Company

Mary Margaret Carroll, MMCarroll & Associates
Cindy Joutraw, CenterPoint Energy, Inc.
Priscilla Massey, Sustaining Member

Photos By:
David Jones, D. Jones Photography
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In Memoriam
Mary Alford Mischer
(1922-2020)

Mary Alford Mischer passed away in Houston on Wednesday, the 24th of June 2020. She was 97 years of
age. Mary was active in supporting her husband's extensive business affairs, her family, and civic
endeavors. Her civic and charitable support extended to the creation of the Mischer Neuroscience
Institute based within the Memorial Hermann Healthcare System, and staffed by renowned
neurosurgeons and neurologists who are on the staff of the University of Texas Medical School.
*****
In lieu of customary remembrances, her family requests with gratitude that those wishing to do so may
make a donation in her honor to Chapelwood United Methodist Church, 11140 Greenbay Street, Houston,
TX 77024; or to Mischer Neuroscience Institute, 925 Gessner, Suite 2650, Houston, TX 77024.

Please click here for the online memorial tribute where memories and words of comfort and condolence
may be shared electronically with the Mischer family.

For more information:
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/houstonchronicle/obituary.aspx?n=mary-alfordmischer&pid=196411623&fhid=6290&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campa
ign=ObitShare_PowerInbox_20191212&utm_content=ViewObituary&sfmc_id=44673477
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Submitted by Delynn Walker representing Texas Southern University

How to Stay Positive When Life Gets Ugly
By Shawn Lim
Even if you are the most positive person in the world, it is challenging to stay positive when life
gets ugly. Sometimes, life can hit with a brick on your head and problems can seem
overwhelming. However, that doesn’t mean that you should give up or succumb to what life is
throwing at you. Take it as a test that builds your character. Like what Les Brown,
the motivational speaker has to say, “Don’t say that you’re having a bad day. Say that you’re
having a character-building day.”
If you study the life and encounters of extraordinary people, you will understand that life can be
tough and things can seem bleak. But somehow, these extraordinary people seem to be able to
make it through.
Remember, you always have a choice. You can choose to look at things from a positive side or
the negative side. The choice is yours. And because you have a choice and you can make the call,
you can still maintain positive even when life gets ugly. Like what Henry Ford famously said,
“Whether you think you can or you can’t, you are right.” So choose to see your situation in a
positive manner, look at your problems as opportunities, and treat tough times as a chance to
grow your characters.
1. Understand that everything is just your perceptions

First, you need to understand that whatever happens to you, there is no good or bad, they are just
circumstances. It is your perceptions that make the situation negative.
For example, most people hate failures and they treat failures as something bad. But in the eye
of Thomas Edison, failures were good. Failures were the feedback that told Edison where he
should improve. This was why when he was asked about his 10,000 failures, he said, “I have not
failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.”
Thus, everything is neutral. There is no good news or bad news. It is your thinking that makes it
so. Understand this principle and you can turn everything bad in your life into something
positive. Remember, success usually comes from good judgment. Good judgment usually comes
from experience. And experience usually comes from bad judgment. Look at things from a
brighter side.
2. Remember the dream
The next thing you can do is to always remember your dream. When life gets ugly, it is even more
important that you remember your dream so that you will never lose your focus. Most people fail
to achieve the success they want in life because they often get distracted by the things that are
happening around them. They lose themselves when things are not going their way.
If you want to stay positive, make sure you keep your dreams in your mind all the time. There is a
saying, “You become what you think about most of the time.”
Guess what will happen if you constantly think about the problems, the failure, and the negative
situations that you are in? You end up becoming negative.
Hence, maintain your positive by regularly reminding yourself about your dreams and goals. For
they can act like a lighthouse that show you the direction when you are in the dark.
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Continued...

3. Focus on the lessons
Successful people look at setbacks and failures as lessons, not problems. When life gets hard, you
need to treat it as a character-building day. Look at tough times as training lessons that can grow
you and take you to the next level.
When he was 30, Steve Jobs was fired from the company that he started and felt he was publicly
out and his entire life was gone. But when he looked back at the event that he was fired from
Apple during his commencement speech at Stanford University, he said that being fired from
Apple was the best thing that could have ever happened to him. After Jobs has been fired, he
gained a new perspective and able to start as a new beginner again. “The heaviness of being
successful was replaced by the lightness of being a beginner again,” was what he said.

So welcome frustrations, setbacks, problems, and failures. Without going through the tough
times in life, you will never grow and you will never be successful. Therefore, learn to focus on
the lessons that life is trying to teach you. When you look at your circumstances in this manner,
life becomes a great teacher that pushes you forward, not dragging you down.
4. Rediscover your purpose and reignite your passion
One of the best things you can do to stay positive when life gets ugly is to rediscover
your purpose and reignite your passion. You have to understand that what gets you started is
your purpose and what gets you going is your passion. Study the success stories of extraordinary
people like Richard Branson, Warren Buffett, Elon Musk, Michael Jordan, etc., you will discover
that they started with a purpose and they back their purpose with their passion.
So why do you want to achieve what you desire? Imagine going through life without a clear
purpose, what will you do? Anything. It is just like shooting an arrow without knowing where the
target is. You will hit nowhere. This is why you must constantly remind yourself of your purpose.
Besides, let your passion drive your actions. Try to align your passion with your purpose.
Without passion, you will give up as soon as you hit a roadblock.
Steve Jobs got it right by saying, “The only way to do great work is to love what you do.” There is
no way you can perform at your best if you don’t like what you do. And when times get tough, it is
your passion that will get you going because you love to do it and you are willing to do it even
when it is tough.
5. Bounce back with action
Finally, you must get ready to bounce back by taking massive action. People stuck in a tough
situation because they are either doing the wrong thing or they don’t do anything at all. If you
want to get out of a rut, you must move and make progress. Staying stagnant is not going to help
change the situation at all. People don’t get drown by falling into the water. People get drown
because they stay there. If you want to get out of a tough situation, get moving. Don’t just stop
there. What you can do then is to come up with a new plan of action. Write down everything that
you can do to turn the situation around, and then just do it.
I love this quote from Larry Winget: “Nobody ever wrote down a plan to be broke, fat, lazy, or
stupid. Those things are what happen when you don’t have a plan.”
Thus, create a plan to get to the higher ground. Your plan is the guiding light that shows you how
to get out of tough times. But whether you choose to follow your plan or not is up to you. Of
course, choose to bounce back by taking actions. Don’t just sit there and wait for things to
happen. After all, life may not be always perfect, but it is always what you make of it.
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EWI of Houston Vision Statement
EWI of Houston aspires to be the premier business
organization of choice for member firms and their key
individuals. Recognized by the Houston community as an
avenue to achieve personal and professional excellence, every
activity of the Houston Chapter will fulfill at least one of the
objectives of the EWI Mission Statement.

Our Strategic Goals


To strengthen, expand, and broaden membership.



To provide member firms with
meaningful benefits.



To actively promote education for all representatives.



To achieve a high level of community visibility through
service.

ewihouston.org

Our Mission
EWI brings together key individuals from diverse
businesses for the purpose of promoting member
firms, enhancing personal and professional
development, and encouraging community
involvement.

Our Vision
To enhance professional growth and development
within a diverse group of women while empowering
them to make a difference as they inspire others.

EWI Corporate Office
1288 Summit Avenue,
Ste. 107, PMB124
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

EWI of Houston Connect Newsletter
Feature your firm in a monthly Firm Spotlight!
Have news? Share it in the Connect Newsletter!

Direct: 262-269-5625
you may also text this number as it is a cell phone!
www.ewiconnect.com
ewi@ewiconnect.com
ewiconnectut.memberzone.com

Contact:
Kedrienne Day, 2019-2020 Communications Director
713.226.5211
dayk@uhd.edu
Submission deadline: 3r d Fr iday of each m o nth.
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2019-2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Rebekah Wesley
Jackson and Company
rwesley@jacksonandcompany.net
713.523.5780

TREASURER
Cindy Baker
Senterra LLC
cindyb@senterrallc.com
713.965.2909

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
Kedrienne Day
University of Houston-Downtown
dayk@uhd.edu
713.226.5211

PRESIDENT ELECT
Margo Faulkner
Sewell Automotive Companies
mfaulkner@SEWELL.com
281.492.5812

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Lily Portales
EOG Resources
lportales@eogresources.com
713.571.3956

FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR
Erin Brown
Let It Fly Events, L.P.
ebrown@lonestarexhibits.com
832.962.4551

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Ginger Rampaul
GGT Worldwise Services

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
LaTonya Perez
Costar Group
latonyaedmeade22@gmail.com
346.266.6932

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE
Rebecca Bartholomew
Lockton Companies, LLC
rbartholomew@lockton.com
713.458.5431

grampaul@globalgroundtransport.com

713.400.2019

SECRETARY
Michele Votano
Atlantic Relocation Systems
michele.votano@atlanticrelocation.com
936.760.9655

ADVISORS
Kay Bart
Skerl & Associates
kbart@bartcohou.com
713.825.2750
Past President 2003

Linda Petticrew
Shell Energy Resources Company
linda.petticrew@shell.com
832.337.3121
Past President 2016

Jessica Sebesta
Topgolf Houston-Spring
jessica.sebesta@topgolf.com
281.602.3357
Past President 2019
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2019-2020 LEADERSHIP TEAM
ASIST
Carole Pitts
Transitional Member
carolep@johndaugherty.com
281.844.0494

BYLAWS
Cindy Joutraw
CenterPoint Energy, Inc.

cindy.joutraw@centerpointenergy.com

713.207.5706

HISTORIAN
Liz Palacios
Hilcorp Energy Company
lpalacios@hilcorp.com
713.558.3366

HOSPITALITY
Patti Strawther
James J. Postl Interests
patti.strawther@shell.com
713.222.7333

PHILANTHROPY
Open Position

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
Naseeka Cox
Martha Turner Sotheby’s
International Realty

naseeka.cox@sothebyshomes.com

713.558.3366

COURTESY
Shari Schiffman
Douglass Elliman Real Estate
shari.schiffman@elliman.com
832.320.2057

MENTOR/ RETENTION
Mary Margaret Carroll
MMCarroll & Associates
mmcarroll1@msn.com
713.263.7005

DIRECTORY
Shannon McNair
The Rose
smcnair@therose.org
713.503.8577

NOMINATING
Jessica Sebesta
Topgolf Houston-Spring
jessica.sebesta@topgolf.com
281.602.3357

EWISP
Elisa Garcia
Houston First Corporation
egarcia@visithouston.com
713.853.8918

EXECUTIVES’ NIGHT
Barbara Stokes
Amegy Bank N.A.
barbara.stokes@amegybank.com
713.232.2114

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Linda Petticrew
Shell Energy Resources Company
linda.petticrew@shell.com
832.337.3121

PUBLIC RELATIONS/
SOCIAL MEDIA
Erica Perez
FIRST
eperez@firstinspires.org
832.287.3402

STRATEGIC PLANNING
Marji Zamora
Speedy Printing-Katy Freeway
marji@speedyprintingtx.com
713.942.1511

WEB
Donna Turner
Quantum Energy Partners
dturner@quantumep.com
713.452.2187

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
David Jones
D. Jones Photography
info@djonesphoto.com
713.202.3633
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