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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
When you think of July, what comes to mind? For me it’s
sunshine, watermelon, ice cream (Bluebell Homemade
Vanilla), fireworks, hotdogs, hamburgers...I could go on and
on with things that make me think of July. A celebration of
America’s 243rd Birthday and a celebration of family and
friends spending time together.
EWI of Houston also has a lot to celebrate this month. We will
be awarding 28 Scholarships totaling $80,000 at the next
monthly meeting on July 11th - the most ever in the history of
Jessica Sebesta
EWI of Houston. This could not have been accomplished
Topgolf -Spring
without all of you. I am so honored to get to be a part of this
celebration and help the dreams of our upcoming generation come true. I am
looking forward to a lovely evening that is also a Member Firm night for Houston
First Corporation. We have the most generous member firms! Houston First
Corporation has gone above and beyond to underwrite our Scholarship night.
They continue to support and encourage what EWI stands for, and their generosity
is just another reason we can continue to celebrate our successes for years to
come. It will be a wonderful evening!
We have some upcoming events that I would like to remind you of. The 2019
Leadership and Annual Meeting will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, September
19-21st. LCAM is always a blast, and I hope you will consider attending. This is the
time to meet representatives from across the country from other EWI chapters
and develop your professional growth through the wonderful Professional
Development breakout sessions offered. LCAM is also a great way to hang out with
your fellow Houston Chapter representatives and get to know them better. Some
of my favorite memories come from LCAM. I strongly encourage you all to attend
if you are available. Registration is open and available online at
www.ewiconnect.com.
As the heat of the summer continues, so does our mission to Inspire Change this
year. We are getting the website available for a log in for Members Only, a new
directory is being worked on and will soon be published, a membership mixer is in
the works for the end of summer, and we still have a wonderful Professional
Development program for the August monthly meeting at Member Firm Morton’s
the Steakhouse, Houston Galleria.
Have a safe and happy July everyone and hope to see you all soon.

2018-2019
Officers & Directors
President
Jessica Witek Sebesta
Topgolf Houston—Spring
President Elect
Rebekah Wesley
Jackson and Company
Secretary
Michelle Lang
Let It Fly Events
Treasurer
Sandy Gracia
Houston First Corporation
Communications
Candice Sanchez
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
Director-at-Large
B/C/DP
Shari Schiffman
John Daugherty, Realtors
Fundraising
Margo Faulkner
Sewell Automotive Companies
Membership
Carole Pitts
John Daugherty, Realtors
Program
Vacant
Sergeant-at-Arms
Elisa Garcia
Houston First Corporation

Happy Birthday America!

~Jessica
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EWI Corporate Calendar of Events
August 6

Let’s talk about ME in Membership RecruitMEnt
Presenter: Corporate Retention & Recruitment Committee
Register Here

EWI of Houston Calendar of Events
July 11

Scholarship Meeting
Houston First Corporation (Member Firm Night) at
The George R. Brown, 701 Avenida de las Americas, Suite 200,
Houston, TX 77010

July 17

Board of Directors Meeting
John Daugherty, Realtors
520 Post Oak Blvd., 8th Floor, Houston, TX 77027

August 8

Monthly Chapter Meeting
Morton’s The Steakhouse, Houston Galleria
5000 Westheimer, Suite 190, Houston, TX 77056

August 14

Board Of Directors Meeting
John Daugherty, Realtors
520 Post Oak Blvd., 8th Floor, Houston, TX 77027

September 12

Annual Business Meeting
The Sam Hotel, 1117 Prairie St., Houston, TX 77002

As a courtesy, please remember to RSVP to monthly meetings, EVEN IF you are NOT attending.
You can host a table at a Monthly meeting at no extra charge.
If you are not receiving the RSVP emails please reach out to SAA Elisa Garcia at Egarcia@visithouston.com
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
JULY
Carolyn Noack

July 3

Mitch Daniels

July 17

Corrine Richardson

July 17

Mary McKnight

July 22

Deborah Jones

July 23

Sara Waguespack

July 30

Patricia Curry

July 31

EOG Resources

1 year

Senterra LLC

1 year

LBL Event Rentals

2 years

Oakwood Worldwide

3 years

Atlantic Relocation Systems

10 years

TC Energy

11 years

Martha Turner Sotheby’s International Realty

12 years

H-E-B.

13 years
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July Meeting

Door Prizes

$5 for 5 tickets


Come On Get Happy At Morton’s! Happy Hour for 6 people and a
Key Lime Pie at Morton’s The Steakhouse, Houston Galleria
(Value $300) (Courtesy of Lisa Diaz representing Morton’s The
Steakhouse, Houston Galleria)



Yeti Cooler and 2 Travel Mugs (Value $200+) (Courtesy of Renee
McNiel representing CMCI)



Cross Pen from the Botanical Collection (Value $100) (Courtesy
of Dena Wilson representing MetroMarketing)



$50 MasterCard Gift Card (Value $50) (Courtesy of Deborah
Jones representing CenterPoint Energy)



Time to Get Cooking with the Texans includes Texans 3 piece
BBQ set and a Texans Chef Hat and Apron Set (Value $50)
(Courtesy of Kori Peters representing Hilcorp)



$75 Gift Card to Target (Value $75) (Courtesy of Sanela Hasagic
representing Lockwood, Andrews & Newman, Inc.)



$75 Gift Card to DSW (Value $75) (Courtesy of Courtney
Castellanos representing Lockwood, Andrews & Newman, Inc.)

The Fundraising Committee
accepts cash, checks, and credit cards!
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JACQUELINE VALDEZ
CHERRY YORK EWISP AWARD
Jacqueline Valdez grew up watching her mother suffer from the effects of corneal scarring and
wanted to do something to make eye care available to everyone, not just those who could afford it.
She comes from a single income home and was raised by two loving parents who never had the
chance to graduate from high school. Education was always a priority with her parents, and they
have sacrificed a great deal to make sure their children had the things they did not. Along with
researching corneal scarring, Jacqueline wants to develop eye-kits that contain basic eye treatments
for those who don’t have access to an eye doctor. She wants to start an organization of optometrists
and ophthalmologists to travel to developing countries and provide free eye exams, prescriptions,
and eye care. She feels that no-one should have to suffer like her mother did. She will be attending
the University of Texas in Austin in the fall majoring in Neuroscience.
NATALIE CELESTINO
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Natalie Celestino’s life has been one of chaos. She was raised by hard working parents along with
her two brothers. There never seemed to be enough money to go around. While that would be a
bad thing for most people, it only helped her to thrive and adapt to every situation she has faced.
With both of her parents working all the time, she had to find ways to entertain herself. She has
always been a scientist at heart and ended up conducting her own experiments. She even created
her own mealworm farm. It was after she began volunteering at the hospital that she realized that
she wanted to become a doctor in order to serve and help others while combining her love of
science and problem solving. She applied for many scholarships but never seemed to receive any.
This only made her work harder and to focus on never giving up, which helped to shape her into a
better person. Volunteering at Texas Children’s Hospital has helped to shape her path for the
future. Natalie will be attending the University of Texas at Austin while earning a degree in
Biomedical Engineering. Her goal is to be become a doctor so that she can help others.
TESS CREDEUR
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Tess Credeur’s desire to become a nurse came from the care her grandfather received near the end
of his life. His nurse made sure he was comfortable at all times even though he was unable to
communicate his needs. Tess wanted to do the same for others and their families. Tess is involved
in various community activities such as Hogs for the Cause, an organization that raises money to
help the families of children suffering brain cancer and Hurricane Harvey Recovery Team where
she helped to run a food shelter at church to provide food, laundry services, and renovations to
damaged homes. She is always looking for and finding the good in people and has come to realize
that it’s “our human interactions that will help us to have a fulfilling life.” She knows that the
healthcare field is more about numbers. Behind every statistic is a patient with a family who should
be treated with the same love and respect that one would give to their own family. She wants each
of her patients to feel the immeasurable innate worth they possess. She will be attending Texas
A&M University to pursue a Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing with hopes of becoming a Nurse
Practitioner.
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ESU EKERUCHE
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Esu Ekeruche was born in Nigeria and has been almost totally raised by her mother who is the most
important person in her life. Her mother had to take on the role of both parents and worked
tirelessly to ensure there was always food on the table. Esu knew that she would also have to invest
in her own education. She developed a love of math and a desire to become an electrical engineer.
When she and her family moved to America, she was amazed at the constant electricity everywhere.
Her nine year old desire has now become a goal of making electricity available and constant in
communities around the world. Her mother has always taught her that education is the path she
must use to accomplish her destiny. Esu knows that “education entails learning from both failures
and successes”. As she enters college in the fall, she will always remember that the three greatest
lessons in life are to learn, dream big, and to love. Esu will be majoring in Electrical Engineering at
Texas A&M University.
WENDY GIANG
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Wendy Giang has watched her father get up early each morning and not come home until late each
night. This has taught her that hard work, ambition, and determination will help her to succeed in
life. Her parents have made many sacrifices to ensure she and her siblings can have the “American
Dream”. Her goal has always been to become a doctor so that she can take care of her mom. She
has taken as many AP and dual credit classes as possible while in high school to build a strong
foundation in science for when she enters college. She has used this same determination as a
member of her high school orchestra where she earned a Division 1 Solo Award. Wendy knows that
in order to reach her goal of becoming a doctor, she must dedicate her time and continuously study
on a daily basis. Wendy will be majoring in Psychology and Pre-Med at the University of Texas at
Austin.
ISABEL HU
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Isabel Hu has always been passionate about science and art, she has frequently had to choose
between them. For the past four years, she has been exploring the medical field and discovering the
effect of art in her community. This has led her learning that both science and art have the
incredible power to heal. While volunteering at Shriner’s Hospital for Children, Isabel saw a couple
of children with horrible burns trying to draw. The artist in her saw an opportunity – art could help
these children cope with their mental battles by allowing them to express what they were feeling.
She purchased art supplies with her own money and taught the children how to paint. Isabel learned
how to understand what they were feeling and how to make them feel better. She also developed a
new purpose in life which is to inspire, share, and connect with other people. Isabel will be
continuing her passion for both science and art at the University of Pennsylvania while pursuing a
degree in Visual Studies.
JANYAH JACKSON
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
JaNyah Jackson was raised by a single mother and has had to work to help support the family. Her
dream is to “make history by becoming one of the most successful business executives in the world”.
Her mission is to make her mother proud by succeeding in whatever she sets her mind to. Throughout high school, she dedicated her time and talents to numerous activities such as Blood Drives,
FCCLA, Honors Academy, and sports. She has also been very active in her community earning over
2,000 volunteer hours over the past four years. She is steadfast in her habits and has learned that
time management and perseverance are the keys to success. JaNyah plans to study Business
Administration in order to prepare herself for life beyond college.
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TAYLAR LAUGHLIN
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Taylar Laughlin has learned how to survive most anything. She and her mother were deeply affected
by Hurricane Harvey and had to rebuild their lives. In addition, her mother is currently going
through cancer treatments and is not able to work full-time. These events have only made her
stronger. She knows that you don’t have to be the best to be a success. You just need to keep trying
and never give up. Her mom has been the greatest impact on her life and has taught her how to be
an independent and successful woman. Taylar always looks for the best in life and is always positive
even in the darkest times. She will be attending Sam Houston State University majoring in Business.
RUBEN MARROQUIN
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Ruben Marroquin has always had a desire to learn and has learned so much from his father. One of
the greatest things he learned was that it was better to fix things than to throw them away. He also
taught Ruben to always do his best and that the world isn’t disposable. Money was always tight and
they couldn’t afford to buy new items. Therefore, he learned how to troubleshoot the problem and
repair the items. Ruben wants to design and produce modular smartphones to eliminate the battery
related electronic waste that plagues our consumeristic society, eliminating the bottleneck of
batteries. He aims to revolutionize modern devices so they are no longer dependent on batteries.
Ruben will be majoring in Electrical and Computer Engineering at Rice University.

KATHERINE MIRANDA
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Katherine Miranda is the child of immigrants from El Salvador and had to learn English right away.
She has helped both of her parents to learn English. As a surrogate mother to her siblings, she has
helped with their homework. Although she has struggled, she has persevered and is on her way to
becoming a successful adult. She is an AP Scholar and has been a member of the National Honor
Society for the last three years. This past year she was Senior Class President. A shy child, Katherine
has learned how to open up with people about herself and the struggles of being an immigrant. This
experience has allowed her to reach out to others in her situation and help them to understand that
they should be proud of their heritage, no matter where they are from. She will be attending Texas
A&M University in the fall where she plans to study Business.
ABIGAIL NEMEC
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Abigail Nemec has always loved sports and this has shaped her career choice. Her volunteer work
and personal interests have guided her in wanting to help others. She has been a student athlete for
several years and has had to deal with various injuries. She has learned that preventative measures
can help a person avoid many of these same injuries. As a professional athletic trainer, Abigail
knows that she can mentor others and help them achieve their goals. She wants to work in the public
school system and be not just a teacher but someone the students can come to for help. Students
today face many obstacles such as drugs, sexual temptations, crime, etc. They need to know the
importance of honesty, integrity, and hard work. She would encourage them to push themselves to
achieve greatness. Abigail will be attending Hardin Simmons University in Abilene, Texas.
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CHRISTIANA OKAFOR
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Christiana Okafor is being raised by a single mother who was diagnosed with Lupus a decade ago.
They have struggled to make ends meet and Christiana has also been diagnosed with the same
disease. Neither one has been able to work due to this illness. Growing up in a low-income family
without access to resources and homelessness has not stopped her. She has always envisioned a life
where both she and her mom could live happily and comfortably despite the illness. Going through
the various trials and tribulations has made her realize that nothing can stop her. She is determined
to prove to herself and everyone else that she can succeed at anything and everything she tries. She
has been inspired to continue her education and to become a rheumatologist and biomedical
researcher. She plans to work hard to find a cure for autoimmune diseases such as Lupus. The
ailment she once saw as her “kryptonite, is now her strength and her calling to help others through
medicine”. She will be attending Bowdoin College, in Brunswick, Maine majoring in Biomedical
Science/Public Health.
ROSALIE READ
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Rosalie Read comes from a family that knows that hard work is the key to success. Her family has
had to struggle over the years just to provide the basic necessities for them to live. She has always
wanted to work with animals and has dedicated her young life to this endeavor. She is a volunteer at
the Sundance Horse Ranch where she works with horses and their owners helping to educate them
on how to properly manage their horses. She is constantly learning more about these large beautiful
creatures and wants to pursue a career in veterinarian medicine. Her goal is to become a large
animal vet specializing in equine medicine. Although it will take many years to attain this goal,
Rosalie is not one to give up. She has her future mapped out and will not let anything stop her. Her
drive, stamina, and focused determination will lead her to the finish line. She will be attending
Texas A&M University to pursue a degree in Animal Science with an Equine Science Certification.
NATALIE SOLIS
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Natalie Solis’ childhood included a mother raising seven family members in a single parent household. Her passion for animals has guided her towards wanting to pursue a degree in biomedical
science. This will help her to continue rescuing animals, establishing charities and improving
veterinarian practices in order to maintain the welfare of all life. Her goal is to leave the world a
better place for tomorrow by helping with the problems of endangered species. According to Natalie,
“there is a universal obligation to protect the life we live with. True humanity means alleviating
suffering, extending our circle of compassion, regardless of the size and shape of who we strive to
help”. She will be attending Texas A&M University majoring in Biomedical Science.
MARIONNE VALLES
EWISP OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Marionne Valles is the child of a single mother who has had to provide for herself and her three
daughters after leaving an abusive environment. Marionne and her siblings have worked hard to
help support the family. While her family was never picture perfect, it did pave the way for her to
become the person she is today. She is resilient, courageous, strong, and willing to take on any
obstacle in her path. These experiences have also led her to feel compassion for others and a
willingness to help. She knows there are numerous children growing up in the same situation as she
did and wants to change that. Her goal is to become a child psychologist with a mobile practice that
will allow her to help children and teens across the world. She will change the world, one child at a
time, and create a better future for all of us. She will be attending the University of Texas in Austin
to pursue a degree in Psychology.
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CAITLYN SEPULVADO
EWISP PAST PRESIDENTS’ AWARD
Caitlyn Sepulvado has always wanted to help people. She has always been there for those who are
sick, injured, or just discouraged. This comes from a deep desire to make things better than they
were for her. She grew up without the encouragement and support from her father and she has not
let this define her. She knows that to be successful she must first believe in herself. If she doesn’t,
then who will. The true meaning of success can only be defined by the goals, dreams, and aspirations
you are responsible for fulfilling in your own life. Her goal is to become a doctor specializing in
cancer treatments. She dreams of traveling to third world countries to help those less fortunate than
herself. She aspires to become the best person she can possibly be and will let no one or nothing
deter her. She will be attending the University of Houston in the fall majoring in pre-med and
eventually become an oncologist.

JESSICA RODRIQUEZ
ASIST PAST PRESIDENTS’ AWARD
Jessica Rodriguez’ childhood was filled with years of abuse and trauma. Raised in foster care, she
aged out of the system when she turned eighteen. She was not prepared to function in an adult
world nor did she know what being an adult even meant. Broke and alone, her life in shambles,
suffering from addiction, she found herself pregnant. She entered rehab for her addiction and gave
birth to her daughter Grace. Still suffering from various ailments, she began working with a
therapist and is now thriving and the mother of four. She has just completed her bachelor’s degree
from Post University and is now pursuing a graduate degree in counseling. She still struggles with
mental illness, but is not letting this stop her. “Therapy can change the world” and she wants to help
by changing one person at a time. She has been able to go into prisons, jails, rehabilitation centers,
and other local organizations to tell her recovery story, to inspire others, and to share hope. She
believes in therapy and knows firsthand that the structures of the brain are affected by trauma and
abuse but can be repaired by therapy. As a counselor, she will be able to impact her community, her
family, and the world. She will be attending the University of St. Thomas majoring in Mental Health
Counseling.
KARA VINET
SHIRLEY HOOVER ASIST AWARD
Kara Vinet has struggled as a single mother of two boys, one of which has special needs. Her
youngest child was in and out of Texas Children’s Hospital the first year of his life and continues to
see therapists for speech and physical therapy. Kara not only works full-time but is also a full-time
student at Sam Houston State University with a 3.7 GPA. She and her family currently live in a
non-profit program that helps with a portion of the rent but that will end soon. Since becoming a
teenage mother, she never thought that she would be able to go to college but she is determined to
give her children a better life. With no help from her family, she must provide for them on her own.
The road has been long and hard, but she is not about to give up. She has a passion for numbers and
has decided to make accounting her career. Her plans are to obtain a bachelor’s degree in
Accounting and then to obtain her CPA license. The possibilities for her and her children are
endless, and she is continuing to reach for the stars.
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OLGA CACH
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Olga Cach is a native of Guatemala and immigrated to the United States with the help of her sister
and uncle after suffering years of abuse at the hands of her grandmother. Her first years in America
were difficult since she didn’t speak English, but with grit and determination she was able to learn by
watching television and listening to music. After high school, she attended Houston Community
College and Lone Star College earning associate degrees in Arts and Nursing. She will be attending
the University of Houston-Downtown in pursuit of a bachelor’s degree in Nursing. She continues to
be an inspiration to her family, which includes her son, as she climbs towards her goal of becoming a
nurse.

SHALENE CANNING
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Shalene Canning’s journey to higher education began right after high school, but unfortunately her
life took a detour. Drowning in depression and eating disorder behavior, she was forced to withdraw
from school and seek treatment. She planned to return the next year but once again life through her
a curve. She got married, started a family, and once again had to put her dreams on hold. She
became a single mother in 2010 and found herself having to start over again. Even though things
seemed hopeless, “God placed angels in her path to help guide her and her children”. She received a
scholarship from EWI of Houston that allowed her to obtain an Occupational Therapy Assistant
Degree from Lone Star College. Occupational Therapy is a profession which educates and empowers
individuals through engagement in a meaningful occupation to achieve her highest potential.
Wanting to instill in her children a legacy of determination, perseverance, and helping others,
Shalene will be attending Texas Women’s University to obtain a graduate degree in Occupational
Therapy. Her goal is help others to achieve their dreams and to pay it forward.
MARIA LINARES
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Maria Linares always wanted to attend college and would have been the first in her family to
graduate. Unfortunately, it wasn’t in the cards back then coming from a single parent home. She
struggled financially and after two years, she said goodbye to her dream. Life went on and she
continued to work hard. Years later, she found herself a single parent and was determined to ensure
her daughter had a better life. As her daughter was preparing to leave for college, Maria was
diagnosed with breast cancer. Not wanting her daughter to give up her dreams, she sent her off with
tears in her eyes. Being diagnosed with cancer was a defining moment in her life. It helped her to
prioritize things and make sure she didn’t waste a moment of time. She quit her job and decided to
help others in need through their cancer journey. Being a cancer survivor, she knew of the daily
struggles they would face. She became an advocate, a breast health educator, and volunteered in her
community informing others in both English and Spanish. She is attending the University of
Houston–Downtown pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Science. Her goal is to work and perform research within the communities to try and find ways to lessen the health disparities.
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RENATA LORENTE
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Renata Lorente immigrated with her family from Cuba three years ago. Although the move brought
numerous opportunities, it also meant she had to start over with her education. She attended school
at night to improve her English and found a whole new world was opening for her. She is currently
working at a middle school as a Bilingual Aide supporting students in the classroom who, like her,
are learning English. “There is no more rewarding experience than seeing a child learn his first
words in English and then keep improving each day.” The passion she felt working with these
students has led her to want to be a teacher. She still works full-time and takes classes at the same
time and holds a GPA of 3.77. She is currently attending Lone Star College to earn an Associates of
Arts Degree. She will then be able to transfer to the University of Houston Downtown to complete a
bachelor’s degree in Humanities. Her ultimate goal is to become a teacher, which to her is the most
rewarding job you can have.
LAURA MARTINEZ
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Laura Martinez began her life in Mexico as the child of an unwed mother. Abandoned by her father,
her mother struggled to feed them. They were homeless and with only a sixth-grade education there
was never enough money to go around. When she was four years old, her mother also left, but
promised to come back for her. When she had earned enough money, her mother kept her promise
and came back and brought her to Houston. Together again, Laura didn’t feel abandoned anymore
and was grateful to have food and a home to call her own. When she first started school, she didn’t
speak any English and ESL wasn’t offered. All she understood were numbers since they are the same
in both English and Spanish. She soon learned English and flourished in school earning A’s and B’s.
She eventually married and had a family of her own. Unfortunately, they lost their first-born son at
the age of fifteen months. The grief she felt led her to a dark place of isolation. A second child was
born, and she too had medical issues and suffered from persistent pain. Her daughter grew up to
become a beautiful young lady and went off to college. Once again, Laura found herself alone and
the depression started to return. With the encouragement of her husband, she decided to return to
school. She is attending Lone Star College-North Harris County to obtain an Associates Degree in
Art. This new chapter in her life marks the beginning of a future bright with promise.
ALANIS QUEZADA
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Alanis Quezada is an Operational Intelligence Specialist for the US Navy and has excelled in one of
the most difficult military schools. She currently works two jobs while attending school part-time.
She is devoted to helping others by mentoring, tutoring, and assisting disabled students at Lone Star
College. She has many goals for the future which include creating a workplace without
discrimination and with equal pay for men and women. She is currently attending Lone Star College
majoring in Criminal Justice. Her goal is to not only become a Naval Officer but a lawyer as well.
She wants to be the advocate for equal opportunities, fair court systems, the elimination of
discrimination in all aspects, not just the work force, all while maintaining reasonable alliances with
our neighboring countries.
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ARACELI RAMOS
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Araceli Ramos is a first-generation college student and mother of five beautiful children. Her desire
is to obtain a degree in Speech Language Pathology because she has seen firsthand the huge gap
between Spanish-speaking parents, school pathologists, and teachers. She would be the bridge
between them. Attending college alongside her eldest child, she is proving to everyone how
important an education is. Her children are her joy and she is so proud of them. Once when she
didn’t have the money to continue in college, they gave her the money from their own savings so that
she could keep going. There is a lot of hard work involved but she is the example to her children of
the benefits from all of it. She struggles daily without the support of her husband but is determined
to not let anything or anyone stand in her way. She is a constant reminder that college is attainable
whenever you put you heart into it. “Success is mine…success is all of us and for all of us”.

MELI RODRIGUEZ
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Meli Rodriguez has worked in education for over twenty years but felt that her own education was
not complete. As a single mother of four with three of her children entering college in the fall, there
never seemed to be a “good time” to go back to school. However, she is determined to show her
children and her students that everyone has the ability to change their educational path regardless of
age. She is attending Grand Canyon University to become a Diagnostician by obtaining a Master of
Science in General Psychology. She currently works at a Title I school teaching ESL, reading
intervention, and Read 180 students with a focus on ESL and Special Education. She wants to
continue to make a difference in children’s lives and becoming a diagnostician will allow her to do
that. It will also allow her to better understand the needs of Special Education students and to help
them be the best they can be.
SAMIRA BEN SALKA
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Samira Ben Salka was raised in Marrakesh, Morocco. She had a difficult childhood and had to
choose between going to school and facing a harsh educational system or staying at home. She
decided to set education as her highest priority, appreciate her time at school, and commit herself to
acquire knowledge. Without access to schoolbooks, she had to develop her own study guide to
master the material. Gaining confidence in her abilities, she was able to achieve the best results even
though she was a first-generation student. She graduated as an anesthesia nurse in the top 10% of
her class. Samira moved to the United States but unfortunately her credits did not transfer. She is
pursuing a Master of Science Degree in Anesthesia at Case Western University. Her vision is to
become a certified anesthesiologist assistant and would eventually love to be able to provide
healthcare to underprivileged countries who are struggling daily by providing free clinics.
AHMAD SAYYEDAHMAD
ASIST OPPORTUNITY AWARD
Ahmad Sayyedahmad is attending the University of Houston and is a Chemical and Biomolecular
Engineering Student. His ultimate goal is to combine the beauty of Technology with Engineering
and Chemistry; to create a powerful tool that allows us to go beyond our imagination to unlock the
potential of having a better world for everyone. In the meantime, he is a volunteer teacher to the
younger generation showing them how to appreciate Math, Science, Technology, and Engineering
and guiding them in using these wonderful tools to grow and advance in life.
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JUNE MEETING RECAP
Submitted by Carole Pitts, representing John Daugherty, Realtors

One of our most special meetings, where we honor those who have given so much to our
chapter – our past presidents – was hosted by member firm Hilton Houston Post Oak by the Galleria,
represented in style by Dell Rosepink. The meeting began with a very festive happy hour, and we had a
great time networking and visiting. Along with those opportunities, there was a Kendra Scott trunk
show, and many of us enjoyed shopping and buying her beautiful jewelry and even better, 20% of all
proceeds to Kendra Scott that evening went to EWI! As if all that wasn’t enough, executive David Jones,
D. Jones Photography, offered his time and skill, taking professional headshots of those
representatives who wanted to take advantage of that opportunity.
Our meeting commenced with president, Jessica Sebesta representing Topgolf-Spring,
welcoming us, our past presidents, sustaining members and guests, and recognizing those
representatives who were celebrating birthdays in June. She then called our business meeting to order.
Sergeant-at-Arms, Elisa Garcia representing Houston First Corporation, informed Jessica that there was
a quorum, and so the business meeting commenced. Rebekah Wesley, representing Jackson & Company, served as Secretary and Kay Bart, representing Skerl and Associates, served as
Parliamentarian. Sabrina Gudino, representing Martha Turner Sotheby’s International Realty, read the
principles and voting rights of EWI. We approved September 2018, and February 2019, business
meeting minutes. Committee Chairs, Officers and Directors were called on to give their reports, most of
which were already on file. Several, though, did give verbal reports.
Among those was a report on our B/C/DP programs by our Director-at-Large, Shari
Schiffman, representing John Daugherty, Realtors. She reported all the hard work that the EWISP and
ASIST committees have been doing in preparation for next month’s scholarship meeting. She also
reported on the many endeavors of the Philanthropy Committee; some of which have been sponsoring
the Blue Santa program again, and our annual Spring Reading Rally. Coming up, the committee is going
to be sponsoring a back-to-school supply drive in August. Shari also gave well-deserved recognition to
the three committee chairs; Philanthropy chair Naseeka Cox, representing Martha Turner Sotheby’s
International Realty, EWISP chair Kelly Grieve, representing Quanex Building Products Corporation,
and ASIST chair Rebecca Bartholomew, representing Lockton Companies, LLC.
On behalf of Barbara Stokes, the Bylaws Committee Chair, representing Amegy Bank, NA, who
was absent, our President Elect, Rebekah Wesley representing Jackson and Company, gave a report of
the proposed changes to our Bylaws. Rebekah then gave her report on LCAM 2019 in Milwaukee and
the 2019 Texoma Board Forum in Corpus Christi.
I gave a brief report on Membership, and then Marji Zamora, our Nominating Committee chair,
presented the nominated delegates to LCAM 2019. According to the EWI of Houston Standing Rules,
the President and Vice President/President-Elect are two of the delegates to the Annual Meeting.
Nominees for the additional two delegates were LaTonya Perez, representing CoStar Group, and Barbara
Stokes, representing Amegy Bank, NA.
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Those nominees were elected by acclimation. Marji announced the nominees for alternate
delegates: Cindy Baker, representing Senterra LLC, and Margo Faulkner, representing Sewell
Automotive Companies. The nominees were also elected by acclimation. Marji then announced the
proposed slate of 2019-2020 officers and directors, and what a great slate it is! The Nominating
Committee obviously worked very hard, and very thoughtfully, on their selections.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President Elect: Margo Faulkner, Sewell Automotive Companies
Treasurer: Cindy Baker, Senterra, LLC
Secretary: Michele Votano, Atlantic Relocation Systems
Sergeant-at-Arms: Lily Portales, EOG Resources
Communications Director: Kedrienne Day, University of Houston – Downtown
Director at Large: Rebecca Bartholomew, Lockton Companies, LLC
Fundraising Director: Michelle Lang, Let It Fly Events, L.P.
Membership Director: LaTonya Perez, Costar Group
Program Director: Ginger Rampaul, GGT Worldwide

For the last (certainly not least) of the reports, Jessica reported that the log-in process to EWI
of Houston’s website had been created and was close to being available to membership.

Past President, Katherine Brown, gave a heartfelt invocation and then we were served a
delicious dinner. The Hilton Houston Post Oak by the Galleria certainly spared no effort. To
complete the dinner, tempting dessert shooters surrounded each table’s center piece. During the
dinner, we had a personal safely presentation, “BYOB – Bring Your Own Bodyguard,” by Matthew
Brockmann and Rich McCusker with Astorisk, a corporate risk management company. Matthew had
previously trained with Navy SEALS, Recon Marines, DELTA, Special Forces, PJ’s pararescue, and a
host of others. Rich is a former Special Operations veteran with combat experience throughout the
world as well as being a retired 21-year veteran formerly with a major metropolitan police
department and a former SWAT Operator. We could not have heard this material from better
people. Not only did they know the material like the back of their hands, but they were great
presenters as well. It was a thoroughly informative and enjoyable presentation.
Jessica then began the most special part of our evening, honoring our past presidents. She
pointed out that these fearless ladies gave up their nights and weekends, scheduled vacations around
EWI meetings, missed family dinners and worked endlessly to ensure that EWI of Houston remained
the largest and strongest chapter in EWI. There were 11 past presidents in attendance, including
Theresa Dykman, who was president in 1972! She is obviously still a dynamo, too, even though she is
over 80 (so she told us)! Jessica thanked all the past presidents for their leadership, knowledge and
guidance to the Chapter, as well as for being her inspiration. She also announced that each past
president had been invited to choose a Kendra Scott piece as a small token of the Chapter’s esteem.
After a few last announcements, and a few more thanks for those who made the evening so
special, Jessica turned the meeting over to our Fundraising Director, Margo Faulkner, who ended the
evening with door prize raffle giveaways.
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DeLynn Walker, Texas Southern University
Donna Gurney, JLT Specialty USA

Jeanette Woods, Past President, 1994 and Sustaining Member

Lily Portales, EOG Resources
Annette Washburn, Pearce Industries, Inc.
Ginger Rampual, GGT Worldwise
Courtney Williams, Guest

Susan Kramer, Guest
Carole Pitts, John Daugherty, Realtors

David Jones, D. Jones Photography
Shannon McNair, The Rose

18 | Page

July

EWI of Houston Monthly Newsletter

ewihouston.org

19 | Page

July

EWI of Houston Monthly Newsletter

ewihouston.org

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Submitted by Annette Washburn, representing Pearce Industries, Inc.

10 Beach Safety Tips for Your Summer Vacation

Photo by Annie Spratt on Unsplash

Summer vacation often means spending a week enjoying the sand and surf at the beach. While it
may seem like “a day at the beach” is all sunshine and happiness, there are some hidden dangers to
avoid. When planning your summer tripto the shore, make sure you consider beach safety as part of
your preparation, especially if you aren’t familiar with the beach you’re traveling to.

Here’s our list of beach safety tips:
1. Slather on the sunscreen – Nothing ruins a beach trip faster than a sunburn on day
one. Make sure you get to enjoy the sun every day of your vacation by coating yourself and
the kids in a generous coating of high SPF sunblock. And reapply after lunch –
especially if you’ve been swimming.
2. Protect your feet - A long walk on the beach is a great way to spend a dreamy romantic
evening. But rough and rocky coastline can wreak havoc on your bare feet. An easy beach
safety solution is to pack a pair of reef shoes for everyone in order to prevent cuts and
scrapes from broken coral, shattered glass, unexpected tide pools and other sand hazards.
3. Swimming safety – Spending the day in the surf is a real blast! From boogie boarding
to snorkeling, there are so many ways to have fun in the ocean. But the open water
requires a certain respect. One of the most important beach safety tips is to encourage everyone in your group to swim with caution. Flotation devices are no substitute for knowing how
to swim – don’t get in the ocean without lessons.
4. Beach security – Are you wondering if your strip of sand will include a lifeguard?
Before you travel, look into whether or not your beach trip includes the reassurance of a certified lifeguard. The Beach Patrol is trained to watch for and warn beachgoers of
riptides and other dangerous swimming conditions as well as jellyfish and other stinging
creatures.
20 | Page

July

EWI of Houston Monthly Newsletter

ewihouston.org

Continued…...

5. Watch the weather – When you book your trip months in advance, you may have the
unlucky timing to arrive on the same day as a weather disaster. With rain comes storm water
runoff that often leads to contaminated water at the beach that you’ll want to avoid.
Also, keep an eye out for high surf advisories.
6. Worst-case scenario – Although occurrences are uncommon, you don’t want to be the
one who knows what it’s like to deal with a jellyfish or stingray attack. Pay attention to
local news reports and ask surfers and sailors for details on what’s waiting for you in the water. No one wants to consider that an accident might happen to them, but buying travel insurance is a smart move just in case. Under certain circumstances, travel insurance can provide reimbursement for medical assistance or even evacuation if your beach vacation takes a
turn for the worst.
7. Drink the right liquids – Keep everyone hydrated with plenty of water and avoid
alcohol. In addition to becoming dangerously dehydrated, drinking booze at the beach can
impair your judgement just when you need it most.
8. Look out below – Many beaches that cater to tourists feature cliffs with stunning vistas.
These are beautiful spots to look out from, but they can be dangerous. One wrong step could
mean a serious fall, and falling rock means being below them can be even more
hazardous. Lifeguards warn that “even just a softball-sized rock can be devastating falling
from a 50-foot cliff.”
9. Wildlife warning – While part of the allure of ocean swimming is the chance to see
aquatic animals in the wild, remember to keep your distance. Watching a sea turtle feeding is
a bucket list moment – don’t ruin it by trying to touch its shell or disturb its
routine. Purple or blue flags indicate jellyfish or other dangerous wildlife. If you are stung,
visit a lifeguard or seek medical help immediately.
10. Riptides are real - Hidden dangers like rough surf, undertow and rip currents can
quickly turn an afternoon paddle into a serious incident. Take a few minutes to watch a video
of a riptide, learn to spot the signs and refresh the water safety skills of any weak swimmers in
your group.
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EWI of Houston Vision Statement
EWI of Houston aspires to be the premier business organization of choice for member firms and their key individuals.
Recognized by the Houston community as an avenue to
achieve personal and professional excellence, every activity of
the Houston Chapter will fulfill at least one of the objectives
of the EWI Mission Statement.

Our Strategic Goals


To strengthen, expand, and broaden membership.



To provide member firms with
meaningful benefits.



To actively promote education for all representatives.



To achieve a high level of community visibility through
service.

ewihouston.org

Our Mission
EWI brings together key individuals from diverse
businesses for the purpose of promoting member
firms, enhancing personal and professional development, and encouraging community involvement.

Our Vision
To be a global women’s organization of engaged
members empowering others for positive change.

EWI Corporate Office
1288 Summit Avenue,
Ste. 107, PMB124
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

EWI of Houston Connect Newsletter
Feature your firm in a monthly Firm Spotlight!
Have news? Share it in the Connect Newsletter!

Direct: 262-269-5625
you may also text this number as it is a cell phone!
www.ewiconnect.com
ewi@ewiconnect.com
ewiconnectut.memberzone.com

Contact:
Candice Sanchez
2018 –2019 EWI of Houston Communications Director,
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
candice.sanchez@anadarko.com
832-636-1460
Submission deadline: 3r d Fr iday of each m on th.
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2018-2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Jessica Witek Sebesta
Topgolf Houston—Spring
jessica.sebesta@topgolf.com
281.602.3357

TREASURER
Sandy Gracia
Houston First Corporation
sandy.gracia@houstonfirst.com
713.853.8244

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
Candice Sanchez
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
candice.sanchez@anadarko.com
832.636.1460

PRESIDENT ELECT
Rebekah Wesley
Jackson and Company
rwesley@jacksonandcompany.net
713.523.5780

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Elisa Garcia
Houston First Corporation
egarcia@visithouston.com
713.437.5207

FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR
Margo Faulkner
Sewell Automotive Companies
mfaulkner@SEWELL.com
281.492.5812

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Vacant

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Carole Pitts
John Daugherty, Realtors
carolep@johndaugherty.com
713.626.3930

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE
Shari Schiffman
John Daugherty, Realtors
sharis@johndaughtery.com
713.561.6664

SECRETARY
Michelle Lang
Let It Fly Events, L.P.
mlang@letitfly.com
832.275.4389

ADVISORS
kbart@bartcohou.com

Kori Peters
Hilcorp Energy Company
kpeters@hilcorp.com
713.209.2496
Past President 2013

Delynn Walker
Texas Southern University
walker_dx@tsu.edu
713.313.6874
Past President 2012

Linda Petticrew
Shell Energy Resources Company
linda.petticrew@shell.com
832.337.3121
Past President 2015

Marji Zamora
Speedy Printing—Katy Freeway
marji@speedyprintingtx.com
832.942.1511
Past President 2017
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2018-2019 LEADERSHIP TEAM
ASIST
Rebecca Bartholomew
Lockton Companies, LLC
rbartholomew@lockton.com
713.458.5431

EXECUTIVES’ NIGHT
Tracy Ramsey
The Visa Team
tramsey@thevisateamusa.com
713.626.3930

PHILANTHROPY
Naseeka Cox
Martha Turner Sotheby’s
International Realty
naseeka.cox@sothebyshomes.com
713.558.3366

BYLAWS
Barbara Stokes
Amegy Bank
barbara.stokes@amegybank.com
713.232.2114

HISTORIAN
Sara Wagusepak
John Daugherty, Realtors
saraw@johndaugherty.com
713.626.3930

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
Annette Washburn
Pearce Industries, Inc.
washburn@wpi.com
832.729.1339

COURTESY
Liz Palacios
Hilcorp Energy Corporation
lpalacios@hilcorp.com
713.289.2709

HOSPITALITY
Alyssa Aboloff
Sullivan Group
alyssaa@sullivan-group.com
832.200.1014

PUBLIC RELATIONS/
SOCIAL MEDIA
Shannon McNair
The Rose
smcnair@therose.org
713.503.8577

DIRECTORY
Marji Zamora
Speedy Printing—Katy Freeway
marji@speedyprintingtx.com
832.942.1511

MENTOR/ RETENTION
Mary Margaret Carroll
MMCarroll & Associates
mmcaroll1@msn.com
713.263.7005

STRATEGIC PLANNING
Donna Gurney
JLT Specialty USA
donna.gurney@jltus.com
713.325.7594

EWISP
Kelly Grieve
Quanex Building Products Corp.
kelly.grieve@quanex.com
330.242.4375

NOMINATING
Marji Zamora
Speedy Printing—Katy Freeway
marji@speedyprintingtx.com
832.942.1511

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
David Jones
D. Jones Photography
info@djonesphoto.com
713.202.3633

OFFICIAL VIDEOGRAPHER
Mitch Daniels
Media Distributors, Inc.
mitch@mdivideo.com
713.529.4404

WEB
Open position
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