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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hoppy April!
Did you know that April is World Make-a-Wish month
benefiting the Make-A-Wish® Foundation? April 7-13 is
National Volunteer week. What better month than to have
our largest fundraising event of the year. I hope you all
will have the opportunity to attend Executives’ Night on
April 11. This year’s theme is Wish Upon a Star Celebrating our Shining Stars and Rising Stars. Our
Jessica Sebesta
Executives are a big part of the success to our organization.
Topgolf -Spring
They not only allow us to participate, but also encourage
and support each of us in giving back to our local community through our
educational and philanthropic endeavors. Executives’ Night is a time to
celebrate their dedication to EWI of Houston and show them how much their
support and involvement affects our community.
In addition to celebrating our Executives, we also come together for the sole
purpose of who we are; an organization that raises funds to support local
students going into college or back to college. We are all so blessed, and we are
able to bless others with our Scholarship Programs, Reading Rallies, and other
philanthropic events.
It will be a fun filled and enlightening evening, we will again conduct a live and
silent auction to benefit our B/C/D Programs. Our Fundraising Committee has
done a fantastic job and you will be excited to see all the donations we have
received. We have many silent auction items including jewelry, sports
memorabilia, sports tickets, theater tickets, get-aways, wine and more wine,
and the list goes on. We also have some great live auction items again this
year. We are utilizing Qtego’s online bidding services again this year to make it
easy to bid on all of our Silent Auction and Raffle items. So please register your
phone to bid online even if you cannot attend April 11! Thank you for being a
blessing to EWI of Houston and participating in Executives’ Night and all our
Chapter endeavors.
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Wishing you all a beautiful Easter Season!
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EWI Corporate Calendar of Events
April 2

EWI Webinar
Powerful Communication Strategies to Get Outstanding Results
Presenter: Joyce Weiss, Communication Strategist and Career Coach
Joyce Weiss Training & Development LLC
Register Here

May 14

EWI Webinar
Watering Weeds, but Expecting Flowers
Presenter: Dwight Bailey, Owner / President
HelicalWork, Inc.

EWI of Houston Calendar of Events
April 11

Executives’ Appreciation Night
Ballroom at Bayou Place
500 Texas Street, Houston, TX 77002
5:30pm

April 17

Board of Directors Meeting
John Daugherty, Realtors
520 Post Oak Blvd., 8th Floor, Houston, TX 77027
6:00pm

May 9

Chapter Meeting
Courtyard/Residence Inn/SpringHill Suites Downtown Houston
914 Dallas St., Houston, TX 77002

June 13

Chapter Business Meeting
Hilton Houston Post Oak
2001 Post Oak Blvd., Houston, TX 77056

As a courtesy, please remember to RSVP to monthly meetings, EVEN IF you are NOT attending.
You can host a table at a Monthly meeting at no extra charge.
If you are not receiving the RSVP emails please reach out to SAA Elisa Garcia at Egarcia@visithouston.com
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Don’t miss your chance at bidding on
some of the items up for auction on
Thursday night….link below!

https://qtego.net/qlink/ewihouston

DATE NIGHT #132

PLAY BALL #129

DYNAMO DAY #104
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Birthdays and Anniversaries

APRIL

Anna Ramirez—Quanex Building Products Corp.

April 1

Geneva Dye—Life Member

April 4

Margo Faulkner—Sewell Automotive Companies

April 14

Shannon McNair—The Rose

April 14

Linae Acquisto–Greater Houston Partnership

April 16

Martha Ceballos—ELP Enterprises, Inc.

April 18

Linda Castillo—Schlumberger Limited

April 20

Marilyn DeSimone—Landry’s, Inc.

April 23

Sanela Hasagic—Lockwood, Andrews & Newman, Inc.

April 25

The Ballroom at Bayou Place

1 year

The Houstonian Hotel, Club and Spa

7 years

Morton’s The Steakhouse—Houston Galleria

10 years

Minuteman Press Post Oak

11 years

PwC

17 years

Silver Eagle Distributors

17 years

Skerl & Associates

18 years
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MARCH MEETING RECAP
Submitted by Kedrienne Day, University of Houston Downtown

March Monthly Meeting and Sustaining WOW Members Lunch
Ouisie’s Table
It’s no secret that an EWI Houston monthly meeting is a “can’t miss” event. The March Monthly Meeting
and Sustaining Members lunch was no exception. Members of EWI Houston, who are well accustomed to
the evening dinner meeting format, found a pleasant break from tradition as we gathered for a lunch-time
meeting, providing the opportunity to see faces of friends we may not have seen in a while. Ouisie’s Table
proved to be the perfect venue to host such a lunch meeting. Lucy’s Porch with its charming, rustic elegance
seemed to amplify the beauty of the day and all in attendance. Kudos to the chef! The menu was amazing
and the service, as always, 5-star!
In addition to the conversations between member firms and visiting guests, we enjoyed hearing words of
wisdom from our sustaining members that were present. We all should be so lucky to achieve the level of
experience and success throughout our careers as these women have. But most important, their desire to
share their knowledge and stay in community with EWI is that makes us all say “WOW”!

NEW MEMBER
Welcome back Kedrienne Day, representing University of Houston – Downtown, as their
Associate Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations.
Kedrienne graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Biological Sciences from The University
of Southern Mississippi.
Many of you may remember Kedrienne because she was a former member of our
Chapter representing Teach for America and the American Cancer Society. She was a
very active member and served the Board as Program Director. Kedrienne was always
known as someone who was excited and very supportive of EWI and our Chapter’s activities! Not only is she a
former member of our Chapter, but she was also a member of the Montgomery, Alabama chapter before
moving to Houston.
When you think of Kedrienne you think with tons of exclamation points because she exudes a super positive
attitude and is always excited about the Chapter! In her spare time, she enjoys playing with her niece and
nephew, volunteering for her church, Hope City, and most recently she loves to discover new podcasts!
Kedrienne, we are thrilled you have returned home to EWI of Houston!
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Debra Bellinghausen, Metromarketing Services
Wendy Gonzales, The Plaza Group

Erica Perez, FIRST Robotics
Tasha Alkiswany, Sewell Automotive Co.
Margo Falkner, Sewell Automotive Co.

Pat Robinson, Sustaining Member
Carole Ann Pitts, John Daugherty, Realtors

Carolyn Noack, LINBECK
Rebecca Bartholomew, Lockton Companies, LLC

Photos by:
David Jones, D. Jones Photography
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Rebekah Wesley, Jackson and Company
Jessica Sebesta, TopGolf —Spring

Delynn Walker, Texas Southern University
Lily Portales, EOG Resources

Bari Ross, Sustaining Member
Adelaide DeBow, Sustaining Member

Pat Thomas, Sustaining Member
Diane Mao, Sustaining Member

Photos by:
David Jones, D. Jones Photography
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Photos by:
David Jones, D. Jones Photography
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GRATITUDE
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Submitted by Annette Washburn, representing Pearce Industries, Inc.

Top 10 Spring Cleaning Safety Tips
Spring-cleaning safety is not normally on people's minds when they begin to haul out all those cleaning supplies and
equipment, but it should be.
Every day we need to be careful when going about our household chores, but when you really start tearing the house
apart and moving things around during spring cleaning, especially with all those cleaning supplies and equipment out, it
is doubly important to keep safety in mind.

1. Do not rush because you are tired or in a hurry.
This is really the most basic spring-cleaning safety tip, and all the other ones, at least to a certain degree, stem from
this one.
Spring-cleaning can be tiring work. Do not forget safety even if you have worked hard all day and want to get done.
The better thing to do when you are exhausted is to stop and take a break, drink a glass of water, sit under a nice cool
fan, and rest instead of being unsafe.

2. Be careful moving large pieces of furniture and appliances.
Use proper lifting technique, keeping you back straight and lifting with your legs.

Also, wear shoes when moving heavy items so you do not hurt your toes.
Finally, if you feel it is just too heavy and you cannot find someone else to do it for you, just do not move it. It will not be
the end of the world to just clean around it.
Always have spring cleaning safety in mind.

3. Be safe while on ladders and step stools.
When doing a task, such as washing windows, where you need to be on a ladder use extreme caution.
Do not lean too far to either side. A good rule of thumb is that your belly button should not go beyond the sides of the
ladder.
Also, have someone available to hold the ladder steady for you if possible, and make sure before you step on them that
the rungs are not wet, and you are wearing nonskid shoes.

4. Be careful when walking on wet surfaces.
This spring-cleaning safety tip is really important every time you clean.
Everyone knows how easy it is to slip on a wet floor. Make sure you take the proper precautions to keep from falling.
Also, make sure others in your family, including children, are also warned of the wet floor to keep them safe.
You may need to block small children's access to wet floors because they just do not understand not to run and slide
on them.
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Continued……

5. Keep stairs, landings, and walkways clear of boxes, bags and other clutter.
Spring-cleaning is a great time to declutter your home, but you need to make sure all the boxes and bags of stuff you are
getting rid of don't cause a safety concern.
Make sure you place them outside walkways and especially away from steps and stairs where someone may trip on
them.

6. Don't carry too much stuff at once, especially on stairs.
During spring cleaning you will also probably go up and down your stairs a lot carrying things if you live in a home with
stairs.
Make sure you keep a hand free to hold onto the stair railing.
Also, whether you have stairs or not, always make sure you can see over the load you are carrying so you do not trip.

7. Always follow cleaning product label safety instructions and recommendations.
Cleaning supplies can create nasty fumes, so make sure you get some fresh air by opening windows, turning on the exhaust fan, or placing a fan in the room.
In addition, do not mix ammonia and bleach together, both of which are common household cleaners, because they create toxic fumes when combined.
When it doubt don't mix, just use one product to get the job done.
You should also wear rubber gloves to keep your hands from getting dry and cracked from the hot water and chemicals.

8. Wear a mask when cleaning dusty areas.
This may seem like overkill to some, but if you are at all allergic to dust this tip is very important.

9. Do not leave buckets filled with water around your home.
Even if you need to take a quick break, make sure you empty that cleaning bucket, or at least put it in an inaccessible
area.
Even small amounts of water are a drowning hazard for small children.

10. Put away all your cleaning supplies when you are done.
When you finally finish your spring cleaning tasks for the day it is easy to say to yourself, "I'll put these away later," or "I
am just going to use these again tomorrow, so I'm keeping them out."
Cleaning supplies are an attractive nuisance for our children and pets, something inviting that they should definitely not
be getting into.
Put the cleaning products away in a childproof cabinet for your children's safety and well-being as soon as you are done
with them.
Follow these spring-cleaning safety tips to have a safe and productive spring-cleaning!

12 | Page

April
EWI of Houston Monthly Newsletter

EWI of Houston Vision Statement
EWI of Houston aspires to be the premier business organization of choice for member firms and their key individuals.
Recognized by the Houston community as an avenue to
achieve personal and professional excellence, every activity of
the Houston Chapter will fulfill at least one of the objectives
of the EWI Mission Statement.

Our Strategic Goals


To strengthen, expand, and broaden membership.



To provide member firms with
meaningful benefits.



To actively promote education for all representatives.



To achieve a high level of community visibility through
service.

ewihouston.org

Our Mission
EWI brings together key individuals from diverse
businesses for the purpose of promoting member
firms, enhancing personal and professional development, and encouraging community involvement.

Our Vision
To be a global women’s organization of engaged
members empowering others for positive change.

EWI Corporate Office
1288 Summit Avenue,
Ste. 107, PMB124
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

EWI of Houston Connect Newsletter
Feature your firm in a monthly Firm Spotlight!
Have news? Share it in the Connect Newsletter!

Direct: 262-269-5625
you may also text this number as it is a cell phone!
www.ewiconnect.com
ewi@ewiconnect.com
ewiconnectut.memberzone.com

Contact:
Candice Sanchez
2018 –2019 EWI of Houston Communications Director,
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
candice.sanchez@anadarko.com
832-636-1460
Submission deadline: 3r d Fr iday of each m o nth.
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2018-2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Jessica Witek Sebesta
Topgolf Houston—Spring
jessica.sebesta@topgolf.com
281.602.3357

TREASURER
Sandy Gracia
Houston First Corporation
sandy.gracia@houstonfirst.com
713.853.8244

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
Candice Sanchez
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation,
candice.sanchez@anadarko.com
832.636.1460

PRESIDENT ELECT
Rebekah Wesley
Jackson and Company
rwesley@jacksonandcompany.net
713.523.5780

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Elisa Garcia
Houston First Corporation
egarcia@visithouston.com
713.437.5207

FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR
Margo Faulkner
Sewell Automotive
mfaulkner@SEWELL.com
281.492.5812

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Dell Rosepink
Hilton Houston Post Oak by the
Galleria
dell.rosepink@hilton.com
713.968.1344

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Carole Pitts
John Daugherty, Realtors
carolep@johndaugherty.com
713.626.3930

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE
Shari Schiffman
John Daugherty, Realtors
sharis@johndaughtery.com
713.561.6664

SECRETARY
Michelle Lang
Let It Fly Events, L.P.
mlang@letitfly.com
832.275.4389

ADVISORS
kbart@bartcohou.com

Kori Peters
Hilcorp Energy Company
kpeters@hilcorp.com
713.209.2496
Past President 2013

Delynn Walker
Texas Southern University
walker_dx@tsu.edu
713.313.6874
Past President 2012

Linda Petticrew
Shell Energy Resources Company
linda.petticrew@shell.com
832.337.3121
Past President 2015

Marji Zamora
Minuteman Press
marji.ewi@printhouston.com
281.799.6529
Past President 2017
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2018-2019 LEADERSHIP TEAM
ASIST
Rebecca Bartholomew
Lockton Companies, LLC
rbartholomew@lockton.com
713.458.5431

EXECUTIVES’ NIGHT
Tracy Ramsey
The Visa Team
tramsey@thevisateamusa.com
713.626.3930

PHILANTHROPY
Naseeka Cox
Martha Turner Sotheby’s
naseeka.cox@sothebyshomes.com
713.558.3366

BYLAWS
Barbara Stokes
Amegy Bank N.A.
barbara.stokes@amegybank.com
713.232.2114

HISTORIAN
Sara Wagusepak
John Daugherty, Realtors
saraw@johndaugherty.com
713.626.3930

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
Annette Washburn
Pearce Industries, Inc.
washburn@wpi.com
832.729.1339

COURTESY
Liz Palacios
Hilcorp Energy Corporation
lpalacios@hilcorp.com
713.289.2709

HOSPITALITY
Alyssa Aboloff
Sullivan Group
alyssaa@sullivan-group.com
832.200.1014

PUBLIC RELATIONS/
SOCIAL MEDIA
Shannon McNair
The Rose
smcnair@therose.org
713.503.8577

DIRECTORY
Marji Zamora
Minuteman Press
marji.ewi@printhouston.com
281.799.6529

MENTOR/ RETENTION

STRATEGIC PLANNING
Donna Gurney
JLT Specialty USA
donna.gurney@jltus.com
713.325.7594

EWISP
Kelly Grieve
Quanex Building Products Corp.
kelly.grieve@quanex.com
330.242.4375

NOMINATING
Marji Zamora
Minuteman Press
marji.ewi@printhouston.com
281.799.6529

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
David Jones
D. Jones Photography
info@djonesphoto.com
713.521.1550

OFFICIAL VIDEOGRAPHER
Mitch Daniels
Media Distributors, Inc.
mitch@mdivideo.com
713.529.4404

WEB
Open position
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