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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a

“

common vision. The ability to direct individual
accomplishments toward organizational objectives. It is
the fuel that allows common people to attain uncommon
results." – Andrew Carnegie
Behind every successful leader is an even more successful team. This year I
had one AMAZING team that supported me, encouraged me, and guided me
Jessica Sebesta
along my journey as President. They offered their honest advice, made me
Topgolf -Spring
laugh, made me proud, and also taught me how to be a better leader and
person. I wanted to do and be more for EWI of Houston because of them. To my leadership team:
Thank you for making this year so special, fun, and successful for me and this organization. You all
know who you are, and I hope you know how much I appreciate and value each of you as a member
of this organization and now as a friend. Cheers to you!
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President
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Effectively, change is almost impossible without industry-wide

Secretary
Michelle Lang
Let It Fly Events

collaboration, cooperation, and consensus." – Simon Mainwaring

Treasurer
Sandy Gracia
Houston First Corporation

“

My theme this year, Inspire Change, was meant to motivate the Houston Chapter in a
positive direction. For so long we have been going about our journey the same way. Over the past few
years I witnessed a decline in participation, attendance at monthly meetings, and a decrease in our
membership. There is always several reasons as to why this happens, but I wanted to focus on a few
that I knew could help create inspiration again within our organization. One of those was FUN! I
wanted to try and create a more fun, welcoming environment at our monthly meetings. I also wanted
to offer an increase in professional development. So we had a few more speakers than years past and
programs that hopefully helped and encourage each one of you. For the first time, we also added more
expenditure to our ASIST and EWISP programs to offer 28 total scholarships in the amount of
$80,000. For so long we were unable to add more money into these areas but because of the hard
work of my predecessors and their team, we were able to inspire 28 college students that will help
mold our future. We collaborated as a chapter and adapted and welcomed these changes. For this I say
thank you. Thank you for allowing me to implement a few changes that we have not focused on in the
past. I know this will just help us continue to Inspire Change for our organization and for our future
leaders.
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Continued…...

““

A group becomes a team when each member is sure enough of himself and his contribution to

praise the skills of others." – Norman Shidle
At the beginning of each year there is always that timeframe when we are working through the kinks of our responsibilities,
ideas, and priorities for the upcoming year. But through the course of the year the organization transforms into one. I thoroughly enjoyed seeing this organization grow and develop this year. It was an honor to watch each of your grow and step out of your comfort
zones when asked. You truly helped Inspire Change.

“

Many ideas grow better when transplanted into another mind than the one where they sprang up.”

- Oliver Wendell Holmes
Looking back now I probably would have still told myself this time last year, it was ok to be nervous because being nervous
just means you want to succeed. But now I can say the role as President was not a one man show like I feared it to be. I leaned on my
advisors, my leadership team, representatives, executives, family, and friends to push me through. It is truly a team effort and it was
an honor and absolute pleasure to represent EWI of Houston and each of you this year. Thank you for allowing me this journey and
opportunity. I am forever grateful and have learned and grown much more than I could have dreamt along the way. But I must admit--that Finish Line never looked so good.
Cheers My friends!

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." – Helen Keller
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EWI of Houston Calendar of Events

October 10

Monthly Chapter Meeting
Installation of Officers & Directors
Corinthian Houston
202 Fannin Street
Houston, TX 77002

October 11-12

EWI Houston Board Retreat
Omni Houston Hotel
4 Riverway
Houston, TX 77056

As a courtesy, please remember to RSVP to monthly meetings, EVEN IF you are NOT attending.
You can host a table at a Monthly meeting at no extra charge.
If you are not receiving the RSVP emails please reach out to SAA Elisa Garcia at Egarcia@visithouston.com
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
October
Sandy Hulver

October 1

Craig Howard

October 2

Heather Hernandez

October 14

Erlinda Quintanilla

October 26

Ginger Rampaul

October 27

Landry’s, Inc. - Downtown Aquarium

13 years

Quanex Building Products Corporation

37 years

4

October
EWI of Houston Monthly Newsletter

ewihouston.org

October Meeting

Door Prizes

$5 for 5 tickets
 Halloween Gift Basket (Value $75) (Courtesy of
Donna Turner representing Quantum Energy
Partners)
 Tiffany Champagne Flutes (Value $120) (Courtesy of
Michelle Lang representing Let If Fly Events, L.P.)
 Gift Card (Value $50) (Courtesy of Barbara Stokes
representing Amegy Bank)
 Nambe Beaded Frame (Value $100) (Courtesy of
Sabrina Gudino representing Martha Turner
Sotheby’s International Realty)
 Martini Mixing Set (Value $85) (Courtesy of Wendy
Gonzales representing The Plaza Group)
 Self Care Bundle (Value $65) (Courtesy of Shannon
McNair representing The Rose)

The Fundraising Committee
accepts cash, checks, and credit cards!
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September Meeting-Annual Business Meeting Recap
Submitted by Analisa Terrell representing Houston First Corporation

The EWI of Houston Annual Business Meeting was held on September 12, 2019 at The Sam
Houston Hotel in the Veranda Room. A quorum was established with the arrival of Lisa
Anhaiser, LBL Event Rentals.
The new slate of officers, committee chairs and chapter business, including discussion on
individual membership, were voted upon and approved.
Our thanks to Jessica Sebesta for an exceptional year of service and “inspiring change”,
which included unprecedented achievements for Reading Rally and record fundraising
efforts. Jessica’s farewell message thoughtfully shared reflections on her year and was a
true testament of her character, personality and dedication to EWI. Her journey in learning
patience was accomplished.
Additionally, it was announced EWI Houston would be recognized at the 2019 LCAM for the
following:
John Daugherty, Realtors – Outstanding Small/Medium Member Firm
Schlumberger, Ltd. – Outstanding Large Member Firm
Jacqueline Valdez 3rd Place EWISP winner
At the close of the meeting, in addition to bundtlet cakes for September birthdays, all
members were able to take home a delicious cake of choice.
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Jessica Sebesta, Topgolf Houston-Spring
Sandy Garcia, Houston First Corporation
Cheri Ferguson, Sustaining Member
Shari Schiffman, John Daugherty, Realtors

Courtney Williams, Guest
Donna Gurney, Marsh JLT Specialty
Carole Pitts, John Daugherty, Realtors

Deborah Jones, Centerpoint Energy, Inc.
Carolyn Noack, Linbeck
Lindsey Duhon, Hilcorp Energy Company
Kori Peters, Hilcorp Energy Company

Photos by:
Kedrienne Day, University of Houston-Downtown
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Linda Petticrew, Shell Energy Resources Company
Lily Portales, EOG Resources

Cindy Baker, Senterra LLC
Marji Zamora, Speedy Printing—Katy Freeway
Barbara Stokes, Amegy Bank
Mary Margaret Carroll, MMCarroll & Associates

Patti Strawther, James J. Postl Interests
Analisa Terrell, Houston First Corporation
Elisa Garcia, Houston First Corporation

Kay Bart, Skerl & Associates
Martha Ceballos, ELP Enterprises, Inc dba
MC Business Products
Donna Gurney, Marsh JLT Specialty
Rebecca Bartholomew, Lockton Companies, LLC
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Photos by:
Kedrienne Day,
University of HoustonDowntown
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LCAM 2019 Recap
Submitted by Sabrina Gudino representing Martha Turner Sotheby’s International Realty

First let me start by expressing my sincerest gratitude to the Board and everyone that played a role in
nominating me for this award. I can’t thank you enough.
LCAM was AWESOME! I wasn’t sure what I should expect at first, maybe class after class of boring
lectures. Oh NO! I was so far off, let me assure you this is not at all how it went, The AOL classes were
full of useful information that you can take back and implement into your daily life. The speakers were
engaging, funny and well spoken, not a minute went by where I found myself wondering off into space
(as I sometimes do...lol).
I was inspired to take a good look at myself, what can I improve? How can I help my community?
Who needs me? Asking myself these questions, then made me think...Who will help me? For this I
answer, my Sisters of EWI. I met new people, who were so helpful and welcoming and are truly in this
to help leave this world better than they found it, and you know what, so am I. I got to know some of
our fellow Sisters a little bit better and created great memories that I will cherish always. LCAM is
more than just speakers and modules. It’s an experience, a chance to learn new things, meet new people
and make new memories!
It was awesome because I have been inspired to become the change that I wish to see in the world!!

I almost forgot to mention the good food, sites and amazing hotel, that was the icing on the cake!
I hope to see you all at next years meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico. I promise you it will be a
great time!!
Godspeed
XOXO
Sabrina
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Submitted by Courtney Castellanos representing Lockwood, Andrews & Newman, Inc.

What Inspires You #GOFORIT

What inspires you to be more than you ever thought possible?
What helps you get up every morning and go through the motions of life, even when you don’t feel like it?
What enables you to recharge your batteries when you have all but burned out?
We’ve all been there … there being any of the above scenarios. We find ourselves at a place where we need
a little push to get the momentum headed in the right direction once again. We need inspiration. Let’s look
at different things that can offer inspiration … hopefully giving you the tools you need to live your life to the
absolute max. #GOFORIT
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Continued…...
Friends and Family – Friends and family have the ability to inspire you to be the best you can be. Friends are often able to step into
the void when a supportive family doesn’t exist. You can count on friends and family to be there through good times and bad. They
are there to pick you up when you fall, and ready to pat you on the back when you deserve it. Family accepts you for who you are
while at the same time encouraging you to become all that you can be. #GOFORIT

Love – Love is an amazing thing! There is very little that will ignite a passion more than love. Love truly is a force to be reckoned
with. Love never fails to motivate and inspire. #GOFORIT

Nature – The peace and inspiration found by spending time with nature is like none other. The simplicity and beauty experienced
as one communes with nature can be refreshing, invigorating and inspiring! Nature can be experienced almost anywhere, and can
easily be incorporated into your everyday life. Nature can be as small as a potted plant on your desk or as large as the Amazon rain
forest, and anything in between. #GOFORIT

The Arts – Music, great writing, art and even acting all have the ability to touch the soul in a very unique and individual way. Art, in
its many forms, moves and inspires you. The arts provide a means for you to escape to exotic, supernatural and exciting places,
discovering new worlds and new things about yourself. The arts can challenge you to think and feel differently creating an environment where inspiration meets reality, often setting the stage for change. #GOFORIT

Dreams – The dreams you have … the ones where you strive to create a better life for yourself and those around you frequently
inspire you to reach beyond yourself. Your dreams motivate you to think differently in order change the status quo. We all have
dreams … dreams to travel, to change lives, to build and create things. These dreams inspire us to grow in order to realize their
fulfillment. #GOFORIT

Forgiveness – Forgiveness is a gift … one you give to yourself even more than you give to the person who needs to be forgiven.
Forgiveness releases you to move on with your life, not allowing the actions of another to hold you back. Lack of forgiveness can be
a very destructive force. A true act of forgiveness inspires all who witness it and has the potential to transform the lives of all involved. #GOFORIT

Inspiration can be found in all of these things and so many more. Each of us is entirely different. The things that will inspire each of
us will be individual as well. Inspiration can be found almost anywhere. There is no right or wrong. If it inspires you to be a better
person, to be all that you can be … it is a very good thing. #GO FOR IT!
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EWI of Houston Vision Statement
EWI of Houston aspires to be the premier business organization of choice for member firms and their key individuals.
Recognized by the Houston community as an avenue to
achieve personal and professional excellence, every activity of
the Houston Chapter will fulfill at least one of the objectives
of the EWI Mission Statement.

Our Strategic Goals


To strengthen, expand, and broaden membership.



To provide member firms with
meaningful benefits.



To actively promote education for all representatives.



To achieve a high level of community visibility through
service.

ewihouston.org

Our Mission
EWI brings together key individuals from diverse
businesses for the purpose of promoting member
firms, enhancing personal and professional development, and encouraging community involvement.

Our Vision
To be a global women’s organization of engaged
members empowering others for positive change.

EWI Corporate Office
1288 Summit Avenue,
Ste. 107, PMB124
Oconomowoc, WI 53066

EWI of Houston Connect Newsletter
Feature your firm in a monthly Firm Spotlight!
Have news? Share it in the Connect Newsletter!

Direct: 262-269-5625
you may also text this number as it is a cell phone!
www.ewiconnect.com
ewi@ewiconnect.com
ewiconnectut.memberzone.com

Contact:
Jessica Sebesta, 2018-2019 President
281.602.3357
Jessica.sebesta@topgolf.com
Submission deadline: 3r d Fr iday of each m o nth.
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2018-2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Jessica Witek Sebesta
Topgolf Houston—Spring
jessica.sebesta@topgolf.com
281.602.3357

TREASURER
Sandy Gracia
Houston First Corporation
sandy.gracia@houstonfirst.com
713.853.8244

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
Kedrienne Day
University of Houston-Downtown
dayk@uhd.edu
713.226.5211

PRESIDENT ELECT
Rebekah Wesley
Jackson and Company
rwesley@jacksonandcompany.net
713.523.5780

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Elisa Garcia
Houston First Corporation
egarcia@visithouston.com
713.437.5207

FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR
Margo Faulkner
Sewell Automotive Companies
mfaulkner@SEWELL.com
281.492.5812

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Ginger Rampaul
GGT Worldwise Services

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Carole Pitts
John Daugherty, Realtors
carolep@johndaugherty.com
713.626.3930

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE
Shari Schiffman
John Daugherty, Realtors
sharis@johndaughtery.com
713.561.6664

grampaul@globalgroundtransport.com

713.400.2019

SECRETARY
Michelle Lang
Let It Fly Events, L.P.
mlang@letitfly.com
832.275.4389

ADVISORS
kbart@bartcohou.com

Kori Peters
Hilcorp Energy Company
kpeters@hilcorp.com
713.209.2496
Past President 2013

Delynn Walker
Texas Southern University
walker_dx@tsu.edu
713.313.6874
Past President 2012

Linda Petticrew
Shell Energy Resources Company
linda.petticrew@shell.com
832.337.3121
Past President 2015

Marji Zamora
Speedy Printing—Katy Freeway
marji@speedyprintingtx.com
832.942.1511
Past President 2017
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2018-2019 LEADERSHIP TEAM
ASIST
Rebecca Bartholomew
Lockton Companies, LLC
rbartholomew@lockton.com
713.458.5431

EXECUTIVES’ NIGHT
Tracy Ramsey
The Visa Team
tramsey@thevisateamusa.com
713.626.3930

PHILANTHROPY
Naseeka Cox
Martha Turner Sotheby’s
International Realty
naseeka.cox@sothebyshomes.com
713.558.3366

BYLAWS
Barbara Stokes
Amegy Bank
barbara.stokes@amegybank.com
713.232.2114

HISTORIAN
Sara Wagusepak
John Daugherty, Realtors
saraw@johndaugherty.com
713.626.3930

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
Annette Washburn
Pearce Industries, Inc.
washburn@wpi.com
832.729.1339

COURTESY
Liz Palacios
Hilcorp Energy Corporation
lpalacios@hilcorp.com
713.289.2709

HOSPITALITY
Alyssa Aboloff
Sullivan Group
alyssaa@sullivan-group.com
832.200.1014

PUBLIC RELATIONS/
SOCIAL MEDIA
Shannon McNair
The Rose
smcnair@therose.org
713.503.8577

DIRECTORY
Marji Zamora
Speedy Printing—Katy Freeway
marji@speedyprintingtx.com
832.942.1511

MENTOR/ RETENTION
Mary Margaret Carroll
MM Carroll & Associates
mmcarroll1@msn.com
713.263.7005

STRATEGIC PLANNING
Donna Gurney
JLT Specialty USA
donna.gurney@jltus.com
713.325.7594

EWISP
Kelly Grieve
Quanex Building Products Corp.
kelly.grieve@quanex.com
330.242.4375

NOMINATING
Marji Zamora
Speedy Printing—Katy Freeway
marji@speedyprintingtx.com
832.942.1511

WEB
Open position

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
David Jones
D. Jones Photography
info@djonesphoto.com
713.202.3633
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